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THE DUNES ARE CLOSING

HOW IMPORTANT IS OFF-ROADING TO YOU?
By ASA Volunteer Lloyd Misner
If Glamis and Johnson Valley, and Dumont and
Ocotillo Wells (pick your favorite OHV spot) closed
would you care? Does the amount of money you
have invested in OHV toys, trailers and RV’s really
mean anything to you? Would you just…give it all
away? You certainly couldn’t sell it. With no riding
areas, the stuff would be worthless.
Don’t think it will happen? Guess again. Remember
Rice Dunes? How about Kelso Dunes? How about
Stoddard Valley? White Water? Ring any bells?
If you’re not scared, you should be. What do you
know about Microbembex elegans and Stictiella
villegasi (they are bees)? And how about Prasinalia
imperialis and Agrilus harenus? (They are beetles.)
How about the Flat Tailed Horned Lizard? The bugs
were just (4) of (16) insects that the Center for
Biological Diversity (CBD) would like to see listed
as Endangered at Glamis, and using that, to close
Imperial Sand Dunes down completely. The Lizard is
part of that crowd. The CBD is working hard to get
those and other species listed to be used to close
riding areas. Those are just the tip of the iceberg.

Quote from the CBD website:
“Off-road vehicles have become a leading threat to the ecological
integrity of many of our country’s most biologically rich public lands.
The Center is working diligently to protect these valuable areas.”
Just how diligently is the CBD working? They have a staff of over
100. Their legal staff has 32 members. Twenty seven of them are attorneys. They have net assets of over 13 MILLION dollars. Yes. Count
that again 13 MILLION!
What does the ASA have to stand against that? We have a paid staff
of…..ONE. A yearly budget of less than $200,000. Our legal team
consists of ONE lawyer who works on OHV issues PART TIME on a
contract basis.
So, I ask again. How important is off roading to you? Eh…maybe
you don’t care. Maybe, when all the OHV areas close, you’ll just go
hiking across the dunes. After all, that’s what the CBD wants you to
do.
n

CONTINUED ON PAGE 5

WHO LIKES FREE STUFF? Stop by the ASA Sand Sports Super

Show booth (behind the stage) to claim your FREE gift* and enter to win
prizes provided by Polaris, DragonFire, Slime, Fullerton Sand Sports and Bert’s
Mega Mall!

GET INVOLVED! WE NEED YOUR HELP! VOLUNTEER NOW! The antiOHV groups are counting on your apathy. Don’t let them win.

WHAT WILL YOU DO IF THERE IS NO PLACE TO RIDE?

Sign up to be an ASA Volunteer today! Visit our booth at the show or contact
us afterwards at (888) 540-7263 or ngilles@asasand.org.

SPECIAL GIVEAWAYS EACH DAY! All you have to do is fill out a
card with your name and contact information and that’s it! Several drawings
will take place each day. You do not have to be present to win.

*While supplies last.
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Being prepared to enjoy your favorite pastime takes more than dialing in your ride and
having all your gear ready to go. Please be sure your check list includes being safe, knowing the rules and regulations and above all treating your fellow duners with respect. We
also want to remind you to be sure to stay out of the closure areas. Please make sure to
observe the 15 mph speed limit within camping areas rule. It’s not only the safe and respectful thing to do------- it will help to quiet the anti OHV air pollution concerns.
A DUSTLESS ZONE is as important as a School or a Wakeless Zone. Running the Dunes is
DUSTLESS!
If there is “DUST IN YOUR MIRROR—Slow down.” Ask your friends to do the same.

needs you!
Please share this newsletter with
your friends and encourage them
to join.
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Let’s be good stewards of the land and have a great season!

Bob Mason
President

A MESSAGE FROM ASA EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Lack of Railroad Crossing Begets Special Committee to Address Issues
Not too long ago many of us remember being able to drive our OHVs under Wash 10 to
visit places like Boardmanville or to ride along the many paths located within the Eastern
Routes of Travel. That all changed in 2009 when Union Pacific permanently closed access
under Wash 10 and that’s when the ASA became involved with the fight to access public
lands on both sides of the tracks.
BLM yearly visitation numbers for the ISDRA are over one million people. Historically
these visitors have had three different locations where they could legally operate their
OHVs from the ISDRA to the Eastern Routes of Travel. One of which was via Wash 10 and
the other two were at-grade crossings located at Cactus and Clyde’s Crossings. Recently
the two remaining crossings have been removed and now there is absolutely no legal
way for any OHV to get from the ISDRA to the Eastern Routes of Travel and vice versa. The
removal of all OHV crossings in an area with such high visitation is an accident waiting to
happen. To top it off the people who are camping east of the tracks still have to pay for a
recreation permit even though they have no legal way to access the dunes! That’s a whole
other issue.
After several failed attempts to get Union Pacific to allow a legal way for people in their
OHVs to safely cross the tracks, we assisted in the formation of an Access Issues Group
comprised of representatives from the ASA, United Desert Gateway (UDG) and County of
Imperial. Recently, we’ve been meeting to discuss how to proceed with Union Pacific’s
blatant disregard for the safety of the people who recreate in the ISDRA. We decided that
the best course of action would be for the ASA and UDG to write a joint letter requesting
Imperial County Board of Supervisors file a formal complaint with the California Public
Utilities Commission (CPUC). The CPUC has a department that investigates issues impacting rail safety. We feel Imperial County’s complaint should focus on Union Pacific’s closure
and removal of all railroad crossings for the sixteen miles of tracks from Highway 78 to
Ogilby Road, doing so without County or public input, and creating a public safety issue
for duners who have no safe or legal access to cross the tracks.
We currently await a date to appear and discuss this issue at an upcoming Imperial County
Board of Supervisors Meeting. We will continue to keep you updated on the outcome of
these efforts.

Please follow us on:
Facebook - AmericanSandAssociation
Twitter - ASA_sand
Instagram - ASASANDASSOC
BACKGROUND PHOTOS COURTESY
NEAL RIDEOUT PHOTOGRAPHY
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DESERT RECREATION BILL WILL PERMANENTLY SET ASIDE AREAS FOR OFF ROAD USE
By ASA Legislative Affairs Director and Board Member Bob Ham
opers, and others turned into the California Desert Conservation
and Recreation Act (CDCRA) or S. 414.

ASA and other off road advocacy
organizations are working for passage
of S. 414, the California Desert Conservation and RECREATION Act, that
was introduced in the Senate earlier
this year.
Ever since the 1970’s when Congress
would designate new Wilderness
Areas in the California Desert, off
roaders were angry because they
would invariably lose access to sand “Although we did
dune areas where we were once able
not get everything
to legally recreate with their motorized vehicles. The politicians and bu- we asked for in the
reaucrats would simply point out that
bill, there is enough
there were still millions of acres left
where OHV use would remain legal.
benefit for ASA to
In reality the effect of having the Contell the Senator that
gress permanently close these Wilderness areas to our use was to establish we will support her
the boundaries for the next battle
bill although we will
over lands they would try to move us
out of next. Once this pattern became continue to work to
clear, off-highway advocates began to add ISDRA as the bill
tell Congress “if you are going to permanently designate areas where we works its way through
cannot go, why not begin to desigthe legislative arena.”
nate areas where we will be guaranteed permanent access?” Of course
this simple and logical sounding request was generally ignored
as more and more Wilderness bills were introduced and more and
more acres were permanently lost to off road recreation and new
lines were established for the next battle over lands that we would
have to fight to protect for our continued access.
Today that vicious cycle may be changing for the better in the
form of S. 414. Several years ago a staff member from Senator
Dianne Feinstein’s office reached out to ASA and our allied offroad advocacy organizations with the news that the Senator was
concerned over the conversion of sensitive lands in the California
Desert to the development of solar or wind energy projects. Her
main concern was over the lands that conservancy groups bought
up from the railroads and other private landowners and donated
to the BLM with the expectation that the lands would remain as
open space. When the conservancy organizations complained to
her that the lands they donated as open space were now becoming candidates for solar/wind energy projects, the Senator decided
to reach out to all the desert stakeholders to prepare what she
hoped would be the last Wilderness bill for the California Desert.
What evolved after years of negotiations between the conservancy
advocates, off road groups, Wilderness supporters, energy devel-

When the bill was finally introduced in April it included 5 areas that
would be permanent Congressionally designated OHV Recreation
Areas and one other area in Vinagre Wash along the Colorado River
in Imperial County where miles of existing roads will be permanently designated open for motorized recreation. Needless to say,
ASA was delighted to see that one of the permanent OHV areas is
at Dumont Dunes. We also nominated ISDRA as another area for
permanent OHV status. At this point it is not in the bill due to the
still ongoing legal issues but we continue to push for its inclusion.
ASA is now working in concert with our allies in ORV recreation
to get a prompt hearing for this bill in the Senate. Although we
did not get everything we asked for in the bill, there is enough
benefit for ASA to tell the Senator that we will support her bill
although we will continue to work to add ISDRA as the bill works
its way through the legislative arena. We are also working with the

Congressman Paul Cook talks to ASA Board Member and Legislative
Affairs Director Bob Ham, Jerry Grabow from American Motorcyclist
Association District 37 and another supporter at a recent event.
House of Representatives to develop a similar bill for introduction
in the House that will be even better for sand sport interests than
S. 414. ASA has reviewed a draft companion bill that may soon be
introduced in the House of Representatives by Congressman Paul
Cook from the Victorville area that will add many of the changes
requested by ASA and the off road recreation community. We are
hopeful that he will soon introduce his bill so the legislation can
start moving in both houses of the Congress.
Watch our ASA social media pages for ongoing updates on this issue and please be prepared to send letters or emails of support for
our position when asked to do so.

ASA INFO MEETING – BUCKSHOT RACING
October 10th / 11:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.

409 Calle San Pablo, Unit 112, Camarillo, CA 93012

Come join the ASA for an Info Meeting / Open House and welcoming
Buckshot to their new 6000 sq. ft. manufacturing facility and hear all the
latest on what’s happening in the dunes. Refreshments will be served.
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BLM SEASON PREPARATIONS AND OTHER DUNE TOPICS
DISCUSSED AT SUBGROUP MEETING
Wash 10 Restroom
Relocation

During the hot summer months
the BLM reported that they’ve
been hard at work with improvements and maintenance
to some areas of Wash Rd. in
Glamis. One such example is
the relocating of the restrooms
at Wash 10. When the current
Wash Rd. was constructed in
an emergency situation, the
restrooms were planned to
be moved at a later date. The
road was routed around the
restrooms and a stop sign was
placed at the intersection for
pedestrians, traffic, and OHV
safety. BLM requested project
funding for the relocation several years ago and federal funding came through this fiscal
year. The restrooms have been
relocated to the west side of
Wash Rd. to allow safer access
for the public within ISDRA.

Wheelchair Accessible
Restrooms

Maintenance staff prepared
and constructed an ABA accessible parking pad in the Road-

runner Camp ground in ISDRA.
Construction of an additional
ABA accessible parking pad
within the Gecko campground
area is also planned before the
start of the season.

Wash Road Geo-webbing

Additional maintenance
projects include reinforcing
more sections of Wash Road to
prevent future damage caused
by flash floods. Geo-webbing
will be used to hold the road
together and will help reduce
road damage and the cost and
future maintenance.

ISDRA Fee Program Update

A new fee contract is in place
for the upcoming dune season.
UPC Gate Services and official
retailers will be selling ISDRA
permits at the same prices as
last year. $150 for a season permit - $50 for a weekly permit if
purchased on-site and $35 for
a weekly permit purchased offsite. Permits will be a weather
resistant sticker and valid October 1st through April 15th. For
additional information regard-

ASA TALKS LAND USE ISSUES ON RADIO SHOW
The ASA recently recorded a segment for the Bower Power Hour
hosted by Charlene Bower. ASA Executive Nicole Nicholas Gilles
spoke about land access
issues and the ASA fighting to get an unprecedented 40,000 acres of
previously closed dunes
in the ISDRA re-opened.
The segment featuring the ASA will air on
August 25th and can
be accessed by visiting
BowerPowerHour.com.

Charlene Bower recording her Bower
Power Hour.

Bower Power Hour is a
show dedicated to giving the Offroad Industry a voice. There are
so many elements to the industry from the racers, companies,
events and of course land fights, that Charlene Bower wanted to
start sharing some stories in a bit of a different medium. They
release two shows a week, both one hour long, seven different
ways between the video and podcast format.

In the Dunes • September 2015

ing ISDRA permits, please visit:
www.isdpermits.com.

Ranger Stations

The Cahuilla and Buttercup
Ranger stations will re-open on
October 16th. During regular
weekends the ranger stations
will be open Friday through
Sunday from 9:00 a.m. – 5:30
p.m. and will have extended
schedules during the busy
holiday weekends. If you have
an emergency call 9-1-1. For

non-emergency calls, you can
contact the Cahuilla Ranger
Station at (760) 344-3919 or
Buttercup Ranger Station at
(760) 572-2220.

OHV Grants

The BLM El Centro Field Office
acquired about $1,000,000 in
OHV grants by agreeing to a
$661,000 match. The grants
approved are for ground operan

CONTINUED ON PAGE 5

IMPERIAL SAND DUNES RECREATION AREA
SUBGROUP MEMBERS SELECTED
ASA Executive Director Chosen to Serve

Subgroup members pictured from left to right: Bob Ham, Dick
Holliday, Nicole Nicholas Gilles, Karen Brindley, Charla Teeters-Stewart
and Ed Stovin. Not pictured: Tom Acuna, Chuck Hattaway and Ray
Castillo.
The California Desert Advisory
Council (DAC) has selected five
members for the Imperial Sand
Dunes Recreation Area (ISDRA)
subgroup. They are Charla
Teeters-Stewart, representing Local Community; Nicole
Nicholas Gilles, representing
Local Community; Ed Stovin,
representing OHV organizations; Thomas Acuna, representing CA OHV enthusiast; and
Richard Holliday, representing
CA OHV enthusiasts.
Under the Federal Advisory
Committee Act, the DAC provides advice to the Secretary
through the California Desert
District Manager. Accordingly, at the district manager’s
request, the DAC develops
recommendations for the BLM
with respect to use, classifica-

americansandassociation.org

tion, retention, disposal, or other aspects of public land planning and management in the
public interest. Input from this
subgroup is presented directly
to the DAC for its deliberation
and consideration before the
DAC makes a recommendation
to the district manager.
The subgroup may meet three
times per year, once before the
recreation season, once during
the season, and once after the
season. Other meetings may be
called as required. All meetings are open to the public. For
further information, including
dates and locations of scheduled meetings and a listing of all
subgroup members, please visit
the subgroup’s website:
http://tinyurl.com/q2aqsw2
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FLAT TAILED HORNED LIZARD UPDATE
How Will It Impact Your Riding Areas?
Early this year the Center for
Biological Diversity (CBD) filed a
petition with California Fish and
Game Commission to place the
Flat Tailed Horned Lizard (FTHL)
on the state’s endangered species list. You might be thinking,
“Wait a minute, hasn’t the ASA
already fought that issue and
won?” Well if that’s what you
were thinking, you were right.
In fact, this species has been
proposed for listing on the U.S.
Endangered Species List three
different times and all three

times the listing was denied
upon examination of scientific
evidence that was submitted
by ASA and others.
Not one to be deterred by the
decision of the federal biologists, the CBD simply decided
to take their petition to what
they perceive might be a more
friendly, to them, forum. BLM
has already told the state that
they are governed by the
federal endangered list and
will operate ISDRA and the

BLM SUBGROUP MEETING
n

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

tions, law enforcement, restoration and safety.

Priority Projects

The Subgroup reviewed a list
of proposed priority projects
for the dunes. One priority
project they agreed to discuss
further was the need for a
new Cahuilla Ranger Station.
It currently stands in the same
place the original trailer was

towed to back in 1980. The
station is now a series of trailers
that occupy 2,000 sq. ft. with
no safe access for the public,
no adequate work area for
staff and no adequate storage
for emergency vehicles. The
Cahuilla Ranger Station serves
approximately 750,000 visitors
annually. The Subgroup will
research a planning grant as a
start to the process.

DUNES CLOSING
n

Apathy. That’s what the CBD is
banking on. They are waiting
us out. They hope you’ll throw

state endangered species. This
has caused several organizations to either cancel permitted
events in OWSVRA or move
them to BLM lands.

On September 1st, representatives from the ASA are meeting
with representatives from other
OHV organizations, renewable
energy companies, utility companies, employee groups who
work in these industries and
others to combine all of our
efforts and pool our scientific
information on the FTHL in order to make a
coordinated
presentation
when the
issue comes
up before
the State Fish
and Game
Commission
in February.
Watch this
US FISH & WILDLIFE SERVICE
newsletter
or check our
species” so activities on state,
social media pages Facebook
county or private lands must be page for updates as this moves
conducted as though the FTHL
forward.
has already been approved as a

VOLUNTEERISM - DUNERS
HELPING DUNERS

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

If you do care. If you want to
protect your investment. If
you want to continue to enjoy
your OHV recreation with
your family and friends, DO
something. Get INVOLVED.
Stop by the ASA booth and
sign up to be a volunteer. We
need HELP! No effort is too
small. If you absolutely have
no time to contribute, then
consider that premium gas
today is about $4.00/gal. An
ASA Supporting Membership is $25.00. You can’t pitch
in 7 gallons of gas? Or is all
that OHV stuff, the trailer, the
helmets, gloves, gear, RV….just
not worth it?

rest of the El Centro Resource
Area under federal rules. So
there are effectively no major
changes in the operation of
BLM lands while the state goes
through their review process.
However, ASA duners who also
like to play at the Ocotillo Wells
State Vehicular Recreation Area
(OWSVRA) area are already being subjected to new state regulations that went into effect
immediately after the State Fish
and Game Commission agreed
to rule on the CBD petition.
The FTHL is now a “candidate

Lloyd Misner with his wife Lisa.
this in the trash, while you think
someone else will step up.
When they slam that last closure stake home, will you still
have toys, sitting in the trailer?
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During the summer months,
temperatures can reach up to
120° in the dunes. BLM volunteer
Alex Schlumpberger has been
braving the elements to clear
sand from Osborne Overlook,
Gecko Road, Gecko Road camping pads, Glamis Flats, Wash Road
and Gray’s Well Road. Alex has
logged in more than 100 hours of
his time to help his fellow duners
have safe access to recreation
ASA Executive Director recently
sites within ISDRA. The BLM was met with Schlumpberger to
in need of additional help to get thank him for his service.
ready for the duning season.
Impressed with Schlumpberger’s
work ethic and dedication, they brought him on as an emergency
hire for 30 days. Schlumpberger is a 28-year-old San Diego Native
who grew up riding dirt bikes in Glamis. He hopes someday to be
offered a permanent position with the BLM El Centro Field Office.

americansandassociation.org
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THE NEWEST PRODUCTS

OPPORTUNITY PRIZES

SHOW-EXCLUSIVE DEALS

GREAT EXHIBITS

S PECIAL A PPEARANCES

FAMILY FUN

The World’s Largest
Sand Sports Trade Show & Expo

SAND RAILS, UTVS, ATVS, SIDE X SIDES
ACCESSORIES, APPAREL AND A WHOLE LOT MORE!

The largest gathering of sand
sport enthusiasts in the world!

Check out the latest rhinos,
rails, trucks & cycles!

– 4pm to 10pm
September 18 • 19 • 20 FRIDAY
SATURDAY – 9am to 7pm
Support the ASA and you could WIN
this Twisted Alloy ECO Sand Car or a
RideNow Powersports
Polaris RZR XP 4 1000

OC Fair & Event Center, Costa Mesa, CA

SUNDAY – 9am to 4pm

Admission just $15 per day! (children 12 and under are free!)
Abundant Parking Available. Standard Parking $7.00

www.stadiumsupertrucks.com
Come Check Out the Stadium Super Trucks
September 18-20 For More Information
Visit www.stadiumsupertrucks.com

SandSportsSuperShow.com • For info: 310.533.0589
Like Us on Facebook www.Facebook.com/SandSportsSuperShow
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
September 11-12, 2015
Desert Advisory Council Meeting
Riverside - Focus Topic: South Coast
Resource Management Plan
blm.gov/ca/st/en/info/rac/dac.html
September 11-12, 2015
Lucas Oil Off Road Regional Arizona
Wild Horse Pass Motorsports
Chandler, AZ
www.lucasoilregionalaz.com
September 18-20, 2015
Sand Sports Super Show
Orange County Fair & Event Center,
Costa Mesa, CA
sandsportssupershow.com
September 24-27, 2015
3rd SCORE Imperial Valley 250
Plaster City, CA
score-international.com
September 25-27, 2015
Arizona Off-Road and Sand Expo
WestWorld - Scottsdale, AZ
arizonaoffroadexpo.com
October 3-4, 2015
2015 Lucas Oil Off-Road Expo
Fairplex, Pomona, CA
www.offroadexpo.com

October 10, 2015 10AM-2PM
ASA Info Meeting/
Buckshot Open House
409 Calle San Pablo, Unit #112,
Camarillo, CA
www.buckshotracing.com
October 10, 2015
Pound Sand Off Road Event & Sale
Orangewood RV Center, Surprise, AZ
orangewoodrv.com
October 17, 2015
Foddrill Motorsports Show ‘n Shine
Peoria, AZ
emeraldcomputers.com/foddrill

November 14, 2015
RideNow Powersports Car
& Bike Show
7501 E. 22nd St., Tucson, AZ
www.ridenowtucson.com
November 14-15, 2015 9AM-5PM
Sand Jam Expo 2015
RV Expo Colton, CA
sandjamevent.com
November 20-22, 2015
Good Guys 18th Southwest Nationals
Westworld of Scottsdale, AZ
www.good-guys.com/swn-2015

October 30-31, 2015
Polaris Camp RZR
Glamis Beach Store
tinyurl.com/nnn9juz

January 16, 2016
18th Annual MLK Dunes Cleanup
Imperial Sand Dunes
Recreation Area, CA
UnitedDesertGateway.org

November 7, 2015
SDORC Lost Lizard Fun Run
Superstition Mountains, CA
sdorc.org

January 24-31, 2016
Barrett-Jackson Scottsdale
Westworld of Scottsdale, AZ
barrett-jackson.com

MANDATORY STANDARDS
FOR ROV
Federal legislative efforts to require an
independent study of the Consumer Product Safety Commission’s (CPSC) proposed
design standards for recreational offhighway vehicles (ROVs) continue to move
forward. Sponsors of S. 1040 continue to
look for opportunities to move the bill on
the Senate floor, and H.R. 999 is moving
forward in the House. Concurrently, both
the House and Senate versions of Financial
Services and General Government appropriations bills (which fund CPSC) include
provisions related to an outside study of
CPSC’s proposal. While there has been
much progress, this is not over. Please stay
tuned as additional grassroots support may
be necessary soon!

SPECIAL THANKS

We are truly thankful for recent contributions
from Gregg Electric and San Diego Off-Road
Coalition.

November 7, 2015
Lucas Oil Off-Road Regional Arizona
Wild Horse Pass - Chandler, AZ
www.lucasoilregionalaz.com

We need volunteers!

Do your part to help the ASA and keep the dunes open. Call (888) 540-7263.
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WANT TO DONATE?

http://americansandassociation.org/store2/donate-to-asa
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American Sand Association Inc.

PO Box 24638
Tempe, AZ 85285

American Sand Association Inc.

We need

your support!!
Join/Donate now

americansandassociation.org

