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A saga over 15 years in the making has ended well for com-
mon sense and dune riding access. The U.S. Ninth Circuit Court 
of Appeals today rejected appeals from the Center for Biological 
Diversity (CBD), and upheld the Bureau of Land Management’s 
(BLM) 2013 Imperial Sand Dunes Recreation 
Area (ISDRA) management plan. The Plan 
restored motorized dune vehicle access 
to most of the ISDRA areas closed on an 
“interim” basis in a 2001 settlement agree-
ment. After nearly a decade of study and 
planning, BLM determined these areas were 
appropriate for dune vehicle riding.

The recent opinion focused on Endangered 
Species Act, National Environmental Policy Act, and Clear Air Act 
challenges raised by anti-access advocates. In particular, the panel 
rejected CBD’s claim that impacts to federally-listed plants require 
an “incidental take statement” from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Ser-
vice. Instead, the Court upheld the Service’s long-standing practice 
of requiring incidental take statements only when federal actions 
affect wildlife, not plants. The Court also rejected CBD’s claim that 
the EIS prepared by BLM failed to take a “hard look” at the ISDRA 
plan’s air quality impacts.

VISIT OUR SAND SHOW / INT. OFF-ROAD & UTV BOOTHS FOR A FREE GIFT!!

*While supplies last. 

WHO LIKES FREE STUFF? Stop by the ASA booth to #JointheASA!  
Take a picture of yourself with our sign, post it to social media with 
#JointheASA, and collect a free gift! You’ll also be entered into a daily raffle for 
additional prizes. 

GET INVOLVED! WE NEED YOUR HELP!  VOLUNTEER NOW!  The anti-
OHV groups are counting on your apathy. Don’t let them win. 

WHAT WILL YOU DO IF THERE IS NO PLACE TO RIDE?
Sign up to be an ASA Volunteer today! Visit our booth at the show or contact 
us afterwards at (888) 540-7263 or ngilles@asasand.org.  

SPECIAL GIVEAWAYS EACH DAY! All you have to do is sign up 
to be an ASA volunteer or become a new or renewing Supporting Member. 
Several drawings will take place each day. You do not have to be present to win. 

A number of organizations supporting continuing dune riding ac-
cess were parties in the case.

“We are thrilled by this decision,” said Jim Bramham, who holds 
leadership positions with several of the 
recreationist organizations, including the 
American Sand Association and California 
Association of 4 Wheel Drive Clubs. “We 
have had a long and sometimes frustrating 
relationship with BLM, but are relieved to 
see that this treasured ground will finally 
be managed in accordance with science 
and the law,” Bramham added.

The ISDRA, popularly known by many 
as “Glamis” for the small town within its boundaries, is located 
near the southern U.S. border in Imperial County, California, and 
spans roughly 167,000 acres. The litigation, first brought in 2000, 
has largely focused on potential impacts to the endangered 
Peirson’s Milk-vetch, a low-lying plant found primarily within the 
ISDRA. Over 26,000 acres of the ISDRA have been designated as 

“We are relieved to see that this 
treasured ground will finally be 
managed in accordance with 
science and the law.” 

Jim Bramham/ American Sand Association  
& CA Four Wheel Drive Association

PRIZE DONORS

http://americansandassociation.org


In the Dunes • September 2016 Page 2americansandassociation.org

CONTENTS
Page 1 – Victory at Glamis

Page 2 – Message from Executive Director

Page 3 – Meeting USFWS & BLM 
Calendar of Events

Page 4 – I-8 Construction Impacts

Page 5 – New Board Members 
ASA Poker Run Info

Page 6 – Sand Sports Super Show

Page 7 – MLK Cleanup 
International Off-Road & UTV Expo 
Support the ASA

Page 8 - Amador Opinion on Parks Meeting 
Mason to Step Down

Page 9 - BLM Dunes Report

Page 10 - EcoLogic Update 
Victory at Glamis continued

Page 11 - Discounts for ASA Supporting  
Members

Page 12 - REACH Air Medical Services  
Information

ASA BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Executive Committee
Bob Mason ............................... President
Bryan Henry ............................. Secretary
Rick Rothwell ........................... Treasurer

Directors
Jim Bramham Kerry Griggs
Gary Jordan Bob Ham
Lloyd Misner Bryan Dennison

Executive Director
Nicole Nicholas Gilles
Email: ngilles@asasand.org

Office Staff: Nikki Daniels
Email: nikki@asasand.org 

If you’d like to contact the board,
please email: asaboard@asasand.org

American Sand Association
PO Box 24638
Tempe, AZ 85285

Phone: (888) 540-SAND
www.asasand.org

Please follow us on:
Facebook - AmericanSandAssociation
Twitter - ASA_sand
Instagram - ASASANDASSOC
BACKGROUND PHOTOS COURTESY  
NICOLE NICHOLAS GILLES

A MESSAGE FROM ASA EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Court rules reopened dunes can remain open — 

is this the end of litigation? 

We were all excited to hear the news about the Ninth 
Circuit Court of Appeals ruling in favor of the Imperial Sand 
Dunes RAMP (Recreational Area Management Plan), which 
allows the 40,000 acres of reopened dunes to remain open.  
One can hope that this will be the last dunes-related litiga-
tion that we’re involved in, but I guarantee that the anti-
OHV groups will never stop!

They claim that over the past 30 years, ORV use at the 
Algodones Dunes has increased by an order of magnitude, 

resulting in direct mortality of individuals and loss of critical host plants.  In 
the past they’ve petitioned to list 16 insect species located in the dunes as 
threatened or endangered.  The anti-OHV groups will never stop and if they 
can’t close the dunes with the Peirson’s Milk-vetch then they have several 
other species lined up to take its place.  These groups have very deep pockets 
and they are in the business of suing and litigation.  We are a relatively small, 
non-profit organization fighting to keep your favorite riding areas open.  We 
currently have 596 supporting members who pay us $25 annually for their 
membership and 97 business sponsors.  This is but a drop in the bucket com-
pared to the amount of people who recreate in the Imperial Sand Dunes.  

I know you’ve heard this from us before, but now is the time to be vigilant 
and ready ourselves for what’s to come.  We need your help and support in 
order to do so!  Please sign up as a Supporting Member and encourage your 
family and friends to do the same.  If you have a business that depends on 
off-roaders as your customer base, please consider a business sponsorship 
with the ASA.   We make it easy for you to sign up, visit our website at www.
americansandassociation.org or contact me at ngilles@asasand.org. 

The ASA will continue to support the use of sound science, understanding of 
the economic impact to the surrounding communities and the public need 
for recreational opportunities in the ISDRA as further issues develop at the 
Imperial Sand Dunes.  In the meantime it is important that you obey the laws 
and STAY OUT OF THE CLOSURES!  The closure areas are still highly monitored 
and we don’t want to give the anti-access groups anything that can be used 
against us. 

Let’s have an awesome season and please remember…safety first!

Nicole Nicholas Gilles
Executive Director

http://americansandassociation.org
http://facebook.com/AmericanSandAssociation
http://facebook.com/AmericanSandAssociation
http://twitter.com/ASA_sand
https://www.instagram.com/asasandassoc/
http://americansandassociation.org
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needs you!
Please share this newsletter 

with your friends and 
encourage them to join. 

September 16-18, 2016              
Sand Sports Super Show
Orange County Fair & Event Center,  
Costa Mesa, CA
sandsportssupershow.com

September 22, 2016
Off-Road Film Festival 
Studio Movie Grill, Scottsdale, AZ

September 23-25, 2016              
SCORE International Off-Road  
& UTV Expo
WestWorld - Scottsdale, AZ
internationaloffroadexpo.com 

October 1-2, 2016 
Lucas Oil Off-Road Expo 
Fairplex, Pomona, CA
www.offroadexpo.com

October 14-15, 2016 
BLM Desert Advisory Council Meeting 
Palm Springs, CA
blm.gov/ca/st/en/info/rac/dac.html

October 15, 2016 
Foddrill Motorsports Show ‘n Shine 
Peoria, AZ
www.foddrillmotorsports.com

October 28-29, 2016
Polaris Camp RZR
Glamis Beach Store
www.camprzr.com/glamis-dunes

November 5, 2016
ASA Poker Run
Vendor’s Row, Glamis, CA
www.americansandassociation.org

November 5, 2016
SDORC Lost Lizard Fun Run
Superstition Mountains, CA
www.sdorc.org

November 5-6, 2016
Pound Sand Off Road Event & Sale
Orangewood RV Center, Surprise, AZ
orangewoodrv.com   

November 5-6, 2016 
Lucas Oil Off-Road Regional Arizona                                                                                             
Wild Horse Pass -  Chandler, AZ 
www.lucasoilregionalaz.com 

January 14, 2017
20th Annual MLK Dunes Cleanup
Imperial Sand Dunes  
Recreation Area, CA
UnitedDesertGateway.org

January 14-22, 2017
Barrett-Jackson Scottsdale
Westworld of Scottsdale, AZ
barrett-jackson.com

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

We need volunteers!
Do your part to help the ASA and keep the dunes open. Call (888) 540-7263. 

The ASA conducted two meetings over the 
summer with US Fish & Wildlife; one which 
included members from the BLM El Centro 
Field Office.  The main topic of discussion 
was the critical habitat (CH) closure areas in 
the Imperial Sand Dunes Recreation Area 
(ISDRA). 

BLM officials reaffirmed that the closures 
directly correspond to the Peirson’s milk-
vetch (PMV) CH designations.  They high-
lighted that the scientific data indicated 
that the highest density of PMV in the 
ISDRA is located within the current closure 
boundaries in the South Dunes.

The recent news regarding the Ninth 
District Court Ruling in favor of keeping 
the current Recreational Area Management 
Plan (RAMP) in place (See page 1) will NOT 
re-open the CH closures.  It’s important 
that everyone continues to stay out of the 
closed areas and encourage their friends 
and family to do so as well.  As stated 
previously, the closure areas are closely 
monitored and any OHV incursion is docu-
mented by the BLM and reported to the US 
Fish & Wildlife Service. 

The ASA remains steadfast in our efforts to 
work with Fish & Wildlife on a PMV recovery 
plan. Ultimately, we would like to see all 
closures in the South Dunes re-opened. 
This is not something that will occur over-
night and we still have much work to do. 

For a detailed map of the closure areas, 
please visit the BLM website or download the 
Avenza Mobile Map App on your handheld 
device and then search and download the 
BLM - Imperial Sand Dunes Rec Map for free.  

ASA REPS MEET WITH FISH & WILDLIFE SERVICE AND BLM
Please Continue to Stay Out of Closure Areas

ASA Board Member Kerry Griggs and Executive Director Nicole Gilles are pictured with Ken Co-
rey, Jenness McBride and Tony McKinney from the Palm Springs Office of the US Fish & Wildlife 
Service.

http://internationaloffroadexpo.com
http://sandsportssupershow.com
http://blm.gov/ca/st/en/info/rac/dac.html
http://barrett-jackson.com
http://UnitedDesertGateway.org
http://orangewoodrv.com
http://americansandassociation.org
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The I-8 Update is a multi-year project that 
will construct 48 miles of Continuously 
Reinforced Concrete Pavement (CRCP) and 
replace asphalt shoulders through Impe-
rial County starting from State Route 111 
to the border of Arizona at a cost of $417.7 
million. The project, to be constructed in 
five segments, will provide a smoother ride 
and significantly extend the life expectancy 
of the roadway. Completion of the project 
is expected in 2019.

The ASA recently contacted CalTrans to 
inquire about delays the CRPC project will 
have for those traveling to the South Dunes 
from San Diego or Phoenix.  Following is 
the response we received from Project 
Manager Ismael Salazar. 

“We understand that the Interstate-8 Con-
tinuously Reinforced Concrete Pavement 
(CRCP) project will have an impact on people 
traveling between El Centro and Yuma.  Re-
grettably, there is no way to avoid the incon-
venience.  We made every effort to minimize 
the inconvenience by breaking up the project 
into five segments, staggering the segments 
with gaps between them, and delaying the 
start date of the last two segments.    

In addition, we are constructing a detour 
to keep two lanes open in each direction 
for the majority of Segment 2.  Evan Hewes 
Highway has been improved from just east 
of the Route 8/98 Separation to west of 
Gordons Well Road.  This will allow traffic 
from I-8 to be diverted onto this frontage 
road.  This same strategy will be used on 
Segment 4.  Evan Hewes Highway will be 
improved from east of the East Highline 
Canal to just west of the Route 8/98 Separa-
tion before work begins on this segment.”

Please refer to the map/exhibit below 
that was provided to the ASA showing 
the different segments of the project. 
The first three segments are currently 
under construction and the anticipated 
completion date is 2018.  Segments 4 
and 5 are scheduled to begin in March 
2017 and will take two years to construct. 
Unfortunately, there will be delays, 
especially when all five segments are under 
construction.  More information about this 
project can be found at  
www.dot.ca.gov/d11/projects/.

ONGOING I-8 CONSTRUCTION MAY IMPACT YOUR SOUTH DUNES TRIP

Project Manager
Ismael Salazar
(619) 688-6766
Ismael.Salazar@dot.ca.gov

View of I-8 construction just east of Holtville, CA 
looking west at Miller Road overpass.

http://twitter.com/SDCaltrans
http://americansandassociation.org
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The ASA is pleased to welcome 
two new additions and one 
returning director to the ASA 
Board of Directors – Bryan 
Henry of Las Vegas, Bryan Den-
nison of Phoenix, AZ and Lloyd 
Misner from Hemet, CA. 

Henry is a lifelong duner hav-
ing his first trip to Dumont 
Dunes at the ripe old age of 
three in 1974.  A Southern Cali-
fornia native, Bryan has lived in 
Phoenix, Arizona, and recently 
moved back to Las Vegas, 
Nevada.   Active with the ASA 
since its inception, he has been 
the California Events Coordina-
tor, Bulletin Board Moderator 
and Administrator and fre-
quently volunteers to sign up 
members and sell raffle tickets 
at events.  Bryan has spent the 
last 23 years in the live event 
industry, and is currently self-
employed.  He currently rides a 
YFZ450 at the dunes and other 
OHV areas, and has owned a 
Banshee and a sand rail.  He 
considers the dunes to be his 
true home, and will continue 
to work to keep them open for 
generations to enjoy.

Dennison is a third-generation 
duner, born and raised in Phoe-
nix.  His grandfather started the 

tradition of going to the dunes 
in the early 60’s who then took 
his son (Dennison’s father) in 
1966.  Dennison started going 
to the dunes in 1989 and has 
been making at least 6 to 10 
trips a season since.  He has 
fond memories of camping 
at Ogilby and is now greeted 
by a large, purple metal cross 
at Sidewinder Rd. that was 
erected in his grandfather’s 
memory.  Dennison loves shar-
ing his passion for the dunes 
with his wife Kat and 4-year 
old daughter Shelby. Currently 
Dennison is an HVAC Technician 

at Forrest Anderson Plumbing 
and Air Conditioning and was 
previously employed as a Ser-
vice Technician at Orangewood 
RV.  As an ASA Board Member, 
Dennison wants to help fight 
the anti-OHV organizations so 
that his family and friends can 
continue to have their duning 
traditions for years to come.  

Misner’s wife Lisa introduced 
him to off-roading and Gla-
mis in 1999 and he has been 
hooked ever since. Her family 
has been duning since the early 
1970’s and Lisa is one of the 
few people that he knows who 
has duned in what is now the 
Wilderness Area north of Hwy 
78. The Misner’s run around in
old style Corvair powered sand
rails.

Misner has been involved with 
the ASA in some capacity since 
2002 including two terms on 
the Board of Directors ending 

in 2006 and 2014. He decided 
to return once again, because 
he feels he is now in a position 
to contribute once again to the 
success of the organization. 

Misner is also a past president 
of the Orange County ATV As-
sociation and current Chair of 
the ASA Poker Run. He has spent 
most of his working life as an 
engineer in the aerospace field. 

HENRY & DENNISON ELECTED AND MISNER RE-ELECTED TO ASA BOARD

Bryan Henry (left) and Bryan Dennison were recently elected to the ASA board.

SPECIAL THANKS

americansandassociation.org/store2/donate-to-asa

We are truly thankful for a contribution 
received from Gregg Electric, Inc. 

WANT TO DONATE? 

Lloyd Misner was re-elected.

http://americanasssociation.org/store2/donate-to-asa
http://americanasssociation.org/store2/donate-to-asa
http://americansandassociation.org/news/calendar/eventdetail/116/-/asa-poker-run
http://twitter.com/SDCaltrans
http://americansandassociation.org


The World’s Largest
Sand Sports Trade Show & Expo 

The World’s Largest
Sand Sports Trade Show & Expo  

Join us for the fun and get up close to the latest sand rails, UTVs, ATVs,
Side x Sides, accessories, apparel and a whole lot more!

Admission just $15 per day!
(children 12 and under are free!)

September 16 • 17 • 18
FRIDAY – 4pm to 10pm

SATURDAY – 9am to 7pm
SUNDAY – 9am to 4pm

OC Fair & Event Center
Costa Mesa, CA

For more information, call

310.533.0589
Abundant Parking Available. Standard Parking $8.00

 

Check out the latest Side x Sides, 
Sand Rails, Trucks & More!

The largest gathering of sand
sport enthusiasts in the world!

OPPORTUNITY PRIZES

GREAT EXHIBITS

FAMILY FUN

THE NEWEST PRODUCTS

SHOW-EXCLUSIVE DEALS

SPECIAL APPEARANCES

Come Check Out the Stadium Super Trucks 
For More Information Visit 
www.stadiumsupertrucks.com

Support the ASA and you could WIN 
this 2016 Polaris RZR XP Turbo EPS by
RideNow Powersports and Dragonfire

SandSportsSuperShow.com
  Like Us on Facebook                                         

    www.Facebook.com/SandSportsSuperShow

18th ANNUAL

20162016
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For more information on participating or contributing as 
a sponsor, please contact the United Desert Gateway

(760) 352.3681 — www.uniteddesertgateway.org  
or email us at Charla@uniteddesertgateway.org

20TH ANNUAL

ISDRA MARTIN LUTHER KING  
WEEKEND CLEANUP

Saturday, January 14, 2017
Free T-shirt*, free lunch 
and hundreds of dollars 
in prizes

Registration: 8AM
Lunch: 11:30AM-12:30PM
Prize Giveaway/ 
Special Events: 12:30 PM

*For the first 3,000 volunteers

LOCATIONS:
NORTH DUNES: Glamis Flats (Main stage area), Gecko Road,  

Oldsmobile Hill, Roadrunner, Wash Road
SOUTH DUNES: Gordon’s Well (Main stage area), Buttercup (Vendor Row), 

Midway, Ogilby Camp (Past the Tower towards the south)

http://internationaloffroadexpo.com
http://americansandassociation.org/support-asa/raffle-program
http://americansandassociation.org
http://UnitedDesertGateway.org
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By Don Amador

The terms “honest” and “genuine” have not 
been adjectives normally associated with 
leadership at the California State Parks 
Department of Parks and Recreation (DPR).  
This is especially true when it comes to 
how DPR has treated the OHV community 
over the last 30 years.

It has been my experience that self-pro-
claimed experts (often with an anti-OHV 
bias) at DPR decided what was best for the 
OHV program and then crafted a public 
process that would support a preordained 
outcome.

A chief concern of mine with the Transfor-
mation Team (TT) over the last few months 
is that it was just another process where 
government appointees with little substan-
tive knowledge of the OHV program were 
following the traditional decision-tree at DPR.

After attending the August 11, 2016, TT 
meeting with OHV stakeholders in Ontario, 
California, my concerns about the future of 
the OHV program have been somewhat al-
layed by the precedent setting substantive 
engagement efforts of State Park Director, 
Lisa Mangat, and her management team.

Most impressive has been their willing-
ness to acknowledge and address the 
institutional bias at DPR against OHV and 
other forms of active recreation.   There is a 
reason why reference (photos, printed ma-
terials, etc.) to our nine State Off-Highway 
Motor Vehicle Recreation Areas (SVRAs) and 
riding opportunities on federal and non-
state lands have been largely scrubbed 
or hidden from public view at the main 

agency website.

Over the last six weeks, I have seen a rather 
marked shift in the tone and direction of 
the TT’s narrative as it relates to potential 

recommendations for the OHV program.  
Because of their engagement with OHV 
leadership, partners, and other stakehold-
ers they are beginning to understand the 
complex size and scope of the program 
and how it has become woven into the 
economic fabric of California.

Director Mangat said that no TT policy 
recommendations have been written yet 
and that it is critically important for OHV 

stakeholders to remain engaged with the 
process.

At this juncture, I believe the at-large OHV 
community should give them the benefit-
of-the-doubt and continue to readily 
embrace this genuine effort by the agency 
to craft a plan that secures the future of our 
world-class OHV program.

n  n  n

Don Amador writes on land-use and recreation 
issues from his office in Oakley, CA. Don was 
Chairman of the CA OHMVR Commission in 
the 1990s.  Don is also a 2016 Inductee into the 
Off-Road Motorsports Hall of Fame.  He may be 
reached via email at: damador@cwo.com

EDITOR’S NOTE: ASA Board Member Bob Ham 
attended the meetings held in Sacramento and 
Ontario. He has also met with Director Mangat 
to express our concerns and provide input re-
garding the transformation process. The ASA will 
continue to work collaboratively with our OHV 
partners to protect off-road interests during this 
transformation process.

OPINION ON CA PARKS TRANSFORMATION TEAM MEETING

After countless years of service to the 
American Sand Association (ASA), Bob Ma-
son, one of our lead Arizona volunteers and 
current Board President, will not be seeking 
to serve another term on the ASA Board of 
Directors.  Mason has been at the helm of 
the ASA in some capacity for over a decade 
and has decided to step down and let some 
“new blood” take the reins and continue to 
guide the organization into the future. 

Mason plans to fulfill the duties of his cur-
rent term which ends on December 31st 
and has suggested a transition/succession 
plan for the future of the organization. The 
transition team has already been tasked 
with identifying a new Board President 
prior to Mason’s departure. 

Other priority items in the Transition Plan 

include the 
following teams: 
Fundraising, 
Strategic 
Planning, 
South Dunes, 
American Desert 
Foundation, 
Board 
Leadership, 
Executive 
Director’s Role, 
CA Support. 
Board members 

will be tasked with developing a transition 
plan for each of these priority items.  All 
of this will culminate with a Transition/
Succession Plan to guide the ASA into the 
future. 

“We are sorry to see Mr. Mason leave the 
organization that he has had an integral 
part in developing to what it is today,” 
stated ASA Executive Director Nicole Gilles. 
“Mason is larger than life and has worked 
tirelessly for the ASA.  You can ask anyone 
who has volunteered with him and they 
will say the same.”  Gilles continued, “Al-
though we are sad to see Mr. Mason go, we 
are excited to see what the future brings 
the ASA and he has left us in great shape 
looking towards the future!”

Mason isn’t leaving the organization entirely, 
after his term is up, he will continue to serve 
in an advisory capacity when needed.  When 
asked what he plans to do with all of his 
extra time, Mason says he’ll continue to play 
with his 1951, 3100, 5 window, ½ ton Chevy 
Pickup that he has turned into a Rat Rod.

AFTER OVER A DECADE OF SERVICE, MASON TO STEP DOWN

ASA PRESIDENT 
BOB MASON

By Nicole Nicholas Gilles, ASA Executive Director

Public comments being heard at Ontario meeting of California State Parks Transformation 
Process.

Most impressive has been their 
willingness to acknowledge and 
address the institutional bias at DPR 
against OHV and other forms of active 
recreation.  

http://americansandassociation.org
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ASA representatives and ISDRA Desert 
Advisory Council Subgroup members Bob 
Ham and Nicole Gilles attended the quar-
terly meeting held on August 4th at the 
BLM El Centro Field Office.  Gilles provided 
live updates via the ASA’s Facebook and 
Twitter pages during the meeting.  The 
public was invited to call-in to participate 
and provide input.  Here are some of the 
meeting highlights:

ISDRA Fee Program Update and 
Visitation
The fee season closed April 15 and no fees 
will be charged until October 1. Since Octo-
ber of 2015 there were 3,341 Seasonal and 
43,172 Weekly permits sold. These stats are 
about the same during the same timeframe 
as last season (3,091 Seasonal and 43,544 
Weekly).  Pre-season permit sales will begin 
in September and a final 2015/2016 annual 
report will be produced near the end of the 
first quarter.

As of July 10, 2016, visitation in the ISDRA 
reached a total of 819,364, about a 9% drop 
compared to last year. Visitation counts 
were collected throughout the summer 

months and the final end of fiscal year 
counts will be collected the last week of 
September 2016.

ISDRA Closure Signing
Staff has been preparing throughout the 
summer months to ensure vehicles and 
equipment will be ready and available 
for a crew of seasonal BLM employees to 
continue the signing of the administrative 
closures.  Closures are in effect to conserve 
the habitat of several plant and animal 
species found within the dunes, one of 
which is the federally threatened Peirson’s 
milk-vetch. The crew of seasonal BLM 
employees sign approximately 9,000 acres 
of closures following the guidance of a GPS 
down to meter accuracy. Over the next 

several months, thousands of signs will be 
installed, repaired and replaced.

In addition to a BLM lead park ranger, it 
takes a team of an additional three season-
al park rangers to maintain the closures, 40 
hours per week during the dunes season. 

Dunebuggy Flats Access Road

An extensive project to repair the access 
road into the Dunebuggy Flats / Gordons 
Well area was completed in July with funds 
from the fee program.  BLM staffs from the 
California Desert District Office, Barstow 
and Needles Field Office were detailed to 
help in the planning, coordination and 
repair of the roads.  The one half mile long 
road was in a state of disrepair, in some 

places about 9 inches of material was 
worn away.  3,000 tons of road base was 
used to repair 13 years of use. Each year, 
Dunebuggy Flats / Gordons Well receives 
over 100,000 visitors.  

Ogilby Camground Access Road

Using materials from the Dunebuggy Flats/ 
Gordons Well project, the same joint BLM 
maintenance staffs worked together to 
complete access road repairs to the public 
lands portion of Ogilby Road. 350 tons of 
road base were used to make the much 
needed repairs to this access road in prepa-
ration for the upcoming dunes season. 

BLM PROVIDES DUNE REPORTS  
& PREPS FOR NEW DUNE SEASON

By Nicole Nicholas Gilles, ASA Executive Director
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ISDRA PERMITS SOLD

19,000 fiberglass signs at the BLM office which will be 
used for the continuous signing and maintenance of 
the critical habitat closure in the ISDRA.

Repairs being made to Dunebuggy Flats access road.

Repairs being made to Ogilby Campground access 
road.

Ranger Stations Reopening
Cahuilla and Buttercup Ranger 
Stations are scheduled to re-
open October 14th with all park 
ranger staff being operational at 
that time.

http://americansandassociation.org
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Ocotillo Wells State Vehicle 
Recreation Area (OWSVRA) 
We are involved in two con-
nected matters regarding the 
OWSVRA. One is a lawsuit over 
management of the park and 
the other is regarding a plan-
ning process which was initi-
ated jointly by California State 
Parks and the Bureau of Land 
Management (BLM). 

The first is regarding the lawsuit 
over management of the park 
which has been dormant for 
more than a year. The plaintiffs 
are finally starting to take some 
action.  Specifically, they have 
noticed the deposition of a 
State Parks employee with the 
most knowledge regarding cul-
tural resources at OWSVRA.  A 
deposition is where the lawyer 
questions a witness under oath, 
and all responses are taken 
down by a court reporter.  The 
transcript then gets entered 
into evidence.  We have issued 
document demands, inter-
rogatories to the plaintiffs, and 
we’ve taken depositions of 
some of their people.  Currently, 
we are moving forward with 
document discovery, including 
some fights over motions to 
compel production. This contin-
ues to be an ongoing issue. 

As to the second matter regard-
ing the joint management plan 
for OWSVRA, BLM and State 
Parks have prepared a draft 
plan and invited the public to 
submit “scoping comments” 
identifying the issues to be 
covered in the Environmental 

Impact Report / Environmental 
Impact Statement (EIR/EIS). 
EcoLogic submitted comments 
back in December 2015. The 
next step is for BLM and State 
Parks to prepare and release 
for public review a DRAFT EIR/
EIS for the proposed manage-
ment plan. This is likely to occur 
sometime this year. 

Flat Tailed Horned Lizard 
(FTHL) (State Listing 
Decision)
Nothing much has changed on 
this issue since our last report-
ing. Here is a quick run-down of 
the situation: the Center for Bio-
logic Diversity (CBD) and others 
filed a petition with the Califor-
nia Fish and Game Commission 
to have the FTHL added to the 
state list of endangered species 
under the California Endan-
gered Species Act (CESA). The 
CESA listing process is similar 
but not identical to the listing 
process under the federal ESA. 
CBD made this move largely 
because they failed to convince 
the federal government to list 
the FTHL under the federal act 
and, after years of litigation, fi-
nally ran out of legal challenges 
in federal court. As part of the 
listing review process, the Cali-
fornia Department of Fish and 

Wildlife (DFW) (formerly the 
Department of Fish and Game) 
analyzes the listing petition and 
makes a preliminary call as to 
whether it presents sufficient 
evidence to warrant further 
examination. 

EcoLogic submitted a lengthy 
comment letter to DFW explain-
ing why there is no need to list 
the FTHL. The thrust of our argu-
ment is that the federal govern-
ment spent more than ten years 
assessing whether to list the 
FTHL and ultimately concluded 
that the species was adequately 
protected by existing con-
servation programs. Nothing 
dramatic has occurred regarding 
threats to the FTHL or its status 
on the ground, so there is little 
chance that the State’s biologists 
will come to conclusions differ-
ent from those of their federal 
counterparts. Now that DFW 
has received comments from us 
and others, we are in a holding 
pattern until they make a final 
listing decision. During this time 
that the species is listed as a 
candidate species for protection, 
it is against the law to kill, harm 
or capture a FTHL without state 
authorization. 

Desert Renewable Energy 
Conservation Plan (DRECP)
BLM and the California De-
partment of Fish and Wildlife 
have proposed a joint plan 
for accommodating renew-
able energy projects in the 
California Desert region.  The 
plan -- known as the “Desert Re-

newable Energy Conservation 
Plan” -- is intended to meet the 
needs of the renewable energy 
industry while protecting key 
environmental resources.  Not 
surprisingly, the OHV commu-
nity is the sacrificial lamb.  The 
plan does nothing for OHV rec-
reation.  On the contrary, it has 
the potential to dramatically 
reduce the size and number of 
OHV use areas and trails. Work-
ing with other OHV groups, we 
have identified a number of 
fundamental defects in the plan 
and its environmental analysis, 
which we have highlighted in a 
“protest” letter to BLM. By sub-
mitting such a protest, we have 
cemented our standing to sue 
BLM in federal court once they 
approve the plan. Currently the 
plan is being held up adminis-
tratively, such that it appears 
that no record of decision will 
be forthcoming soon. 

n  n  n

EcoLogic Partners provides 
legal support and a venue for its 
members to reach a consensus 
in matters that impact our sport. 
Ecologic pools economic resourc-
es through contributing mem-
bers consisting of American Sand 
Association, Off Road Business 
Association, and the American 
Motorcyclist Association District 
37.  Other groups such as Tierra 
del Sol, California Four Wheel 
Drive Association and San Diego 
Off Road Coalition, donate funds 
to EcoLogic for assistance to fight 
specific issues in their area. 

ECOLOGIC UPDATE

Wilderness, where no vehicle 
access is allowed. The 2013 
plan recently approved would 

continue vehicle closures in 
PMV critical habitat, and allow 
some form of riding on about 
127,000 acres. The Dunes are a 
prized destination for sand-
riding enthusiasts throughout 
the country, and over 200,000 
of them visit the area in a 
typical year.

The rider groups intervening 
in the case to assist in defense 
of the BLM plan included the 
American Sand Association, 
San Diego Off-Road Vehicle 
Association, Off-Road Business 
Association, American Mo-
torcyclist Association District 
37, California Association of 4 
Wheel Drive Clubs, BlueRibbon 
Coalition, Desert Vipers, Califor-
nia Off-Road Vehicle Associa-
tion, and High Desert Multiple 
Use Coalition, with funding and 
strategic support from EcoLogic 
Partners. The intervenor groups 
were represented by David 
Hubbard of Carlsbad, Paul 

Turcke of Boise, Idaho, and Den-
nis Porter of Sacramento.

n  n  n

As the lead organization fighting 
to keep the Imperial Sand Dunes 
Recreation Area (ISDRA) open 
to OHV use, the American Sand 
Association’s primary objective is 
to “UNITE, INFORM and MOBILIZE” 
the sand duning community to 
protect the right to ride on all pub-
lic lands in a responsible, environ-
mentally balanced manner. 

The California Four Wheel Drive 
Association actively promotes 
conservation and responsible 
vehicle-oriented recreation.  800-

4×4-FUNN, cal4wheel.com

Sharetrails/BlueRibbon Coalition 
(BRC) is a national non-profit 
organization that champions 
responsible recreation and 
encourages a strong conservation 
ethic and individual stewardship, 
while providing leadership in 
efforts to keep outdoor recreation 
alive and well — all sports; all 
trails. With members in all 50 
states, Sharetrails/BRC is focused 
on building enthusiast involvement 
with organizational efforts 
through membership, outreach, 
education and collaboration 
among recreationists.  
sharetrails.org.

n  CONTINUED FROM COVER

VICTORY AT GLAMIS

http://americansandassociation.org/images/documents/isdra-decision-081516.pdf
http://americansandassociation.org
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USE YOUR SUPPORTING 
MEMBERSHIP TO SAVE MONEY!

In addition to all of our businesses that help support your right to 
recreate on public land, following is a list of our Premium Sponsors 
who have chosen to give you, as an ASA Supporting member, an 
additional discount.

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS WHEN MAKING A PURCHASE!

B&R BUGGIE OCEANSIDE CA 760 722-1266 www.bandrbuggie.com  
10% discount on parts and labor
BOARDMANVILLE TRADING POST GLAMIS CA 760 566-5446 www.boardmanville.com  
10% discount on food, wine, beer and merchandise
DON’S BUS BOX PEORIA AZ 602 670-0192 www.donsbusbox.com  
Priority service for all ASA supporting members
ELECTRO TECH POWDER COATINGS SAN MARCOS CA 760 746-0292 www.electrotechcoatings.com  
Show your ASA ID card and receive $10 off your order
IMPERIAL VALLEY CYCLE CENTER EL CENTRO CA 760 353-2110 www.ivcycle.com  
Up to $1500 Off Vehicle Purchases Plus up to 20% Off Parts and Repairs
IRONWOOD RV STORAGE CERRITOS CA 562 924-7870  
10% discount on firewood
JT REPLACEMENT WINDOWS OCEANSIDE CA 760 754-2934 www.jtreplacementwindows.com  
40% off list prices
LAW OFFICE OF NETZAH & SHEM-TOV  ENCINO CA 818 207-7118 www.netshemlaw.com/glamis  
10% off to anyone who mentions the ASA
MOTO CITY  AVONDALE AZ 623 932-0600 www.azmotocity.com 15% off OEM parts and accessories
MOUNTAIN MOTOR SPORTS ONTARIO CA 909 988-8988 www.mtnride.com 10% Off Parts and Accessories and Labor
ORANGEWOOD RV CENTER  SURPRISE AZ 623 974-3000 www.orangewoodrv.com  
10% off all service labor, 10% off all parts - no conjunction with other specials, coupons or promo items
JOHN POTOCKI ARCHITECT SAN DIEGO CA 619 464-7904  
Hourly fee discount
PRO COLLISION LAKE HAVASU CITY AZ 928 854-4600 procollision.net  
10% discount on RV repairs 
REACH AIR MEDICAL SERVICES AIR AMBULANCE WEST PLAINS MO 800 793-0010 www.REACHair.com/membership  
ASA Supporting Members receive a Special Membership Discount fee of $55 per year for all HH partners. Please use 
ASA Discount Code: 6938-CA-BUS
RIDE ON INDUSTRIES HOLTVILLE CA 619 368-8654 www.rideonindustries.com  
10% discount for all ASA Supporting Members
ROCKY MOUNTAIN ATV/MC PAYSON UT 800 336-5437 www.rockymountainatv.com  
Supporting Members will receive a $25 Gift Card in their Supporting Member Packets
RUGGED RADIOS ARROYO GRANDE CA 805 541-1696 www.ruggedradios.com  
10% off - excludes sales, specials, clearance - Use coupon code ASA10
RV SUPERSTORAGE CHANDLER AZ 480 488-9504 www.rvsuperstorage.com 15% Off the First 6 Months Rental
SCOTTSDALE WEED CONTROL & FERTILIZATION SCOTTSDALE AZ 480 941-9471 10% Off olive trees and weed control
SCREWIE LEWIE’S MOTORSPORTS PHOENIX AZ 623 869-7433 10% off parts, accessories and apparel
SDR MOTORSPORTS CORONA CA 800 277-2280 www.sdrmotorsports.com  
5% off accessories / 10% off SDR fabricated products
WARNER TRUCK RENTALS OCEANSIDE CA 760 757-1908  
10% discount on rentals

asa supporting member

MEMBERSHIP EXPIRATIONMEMBERSHIP NUMBER

JOE DUNER

12345 01/01/2017
For a complete list ofASA Business Sponsorsvisit our website:www.ASAsand.org

http://www.rvsuperstorage.com
http://procollision.net
http://americansandassociation.org


The BesT Thing
to happen...

...on the worst day 
of your life.American Sand Association 

Discounted Membership Fee $55 per year 
for your entire HH Partners with REACH

REACH Air Medical Services has partnered and expanded 
their services. Because air transport fees can costs 
thousands of dollars, being a member of the AirMedCare 
Network will provide you with reciprocity among more 
than 240 helicopter and airplane base locations across 
32 states. As a REACH member, you will have no out-of-
pocket expenses for air ambulance transports if you’re 
flown by any of our AirMedCare Network partners. This 
could save your life or that of a loved one.

Conveniently sign-up o n l i ne ,  by phone or by filling 
out the membership application and mail to: 
AirMedCare Network, PO Box 948, West Plains, MO 
65775.

Questions or for more information, contact:

Suzy Wharton • 760-457-6497
Suzy.Wharton@amgh.us

JOIN BY PHONE
760-457-6497

JOIN ONLINE 
joinairmedcarenetwork.com

Track Code 13470
Coupon Code 
6938-CA-BUS

JOIN BY MAIL
Fill out the application

We also offer group discounts 
for businesses and will gladly 
give you a quote to offer 
REACH membership to 
your employees. 

http://joinairmedcarenetwork.com
http://americansandassociation.org
http://americansandassociation.org/documents/asa-reach-air-application.pdf
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