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NATIONAL HONUMENT

The physical and spiritual presence
of our ancestors is evident by the
remaining living artifacts throughout
the proposed monument area and
beyond. Our sacred sites, ancient
trail systems, petroglyphs, geoglyphs,
artifacts, lithics, and intaglios are the
beating heart of our heritage.




(Kwatsaan)
Those who descended

Home of the Quechan (pronounced Kwatsaan) Indians,
the Fort Yuma-Quechan Reservation is located along
both sides of the Colorado River near Yuma, Arizona.
The reservation borders the states of Arizona,
California and Baja California, Mexico



The Kwatsaan people have existed in this region
since time immemorial. The continued presence
of our ancestors is ingrained into every corner of
the landscape.

We have always been here, and we will remain
here into the future.



Oro Cruz Mine Project

3/19/24: Imperial County Board of Supervisors voted 3-1
to approve appeals submitted against Canada’s SMP
Gold Corp.’s reclamation plan, halting the project

Quechan Tribal members, Imperial Valley residents, and
allies provided comment at the hearing

Mine proposed in Cargo Muchacho Mountains
o 20 acres of ancestral lands
o 65 drill sites
o 2,000 gallons of water use per day

Photo: Kimber Dial
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History of Proposal

Early 2023: KCC and Tribal Council discuss strategy of
national monument to increase protection of homelands

July 4th, 2023: Tribal Resolution passed
Fall 2023: Department of Interior, Bureau of Land
Management, and select California Congresspeople sent

formal letters of notice

January 2024: official start of public monument campaign




Other Tribal Monuments

* Baaj Nwaavjo I'tah Kukveni: Grand Canyon, Arizona
* Bears Ears National Monument: Utah
* Avi Kwa Ame National Monument: Nevada



Monument Logo

Artist: Kenrick Escalanti, Quechan Tribal
Member

lllustrates petroglyphs and the sun b
Four mountains: Avi Kwalal (Pilot Knob), Avi
Kwa Suen (Cargo Muchachos), Avi Kwatopai

(Palo Verde), Avi Kwa Ame (Spirit Mountain)

Arrows North to South represent our trail

systems braided within the desert region NATIONAL MONUMENT



Proposed Monument Map

About 390,000 acres
Imperial County, California

Presidential designation ultimately determines
final acreage

Tribe and experts from various fields will create
case to justify boundaries

Kw'tsan Proposed National
Monument

I u.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

Bureau of Reclamation
US Forest Service

US Bureau of Land
Management

National Park Service
US Fish and Wildlife Service

California Department of
Parks and Recreation

California Department of Fish
and Wildlife

State Lands Comission
Quechan Tribe Reservation

Proposed Chuckwalla
National Monument

Colagado




Greater Ancestral Landscape

¢ Homelands and trails extend all along the
Colorado River Valley
o Avi Kwa Ame
o  Avi Kwalal

e Interconnected spiritual, cultural, and natural
significance

e This region is the ancestral homelands of many
Tribal Nations

(Photo: Bob Wick)




Tribal Access & Use

e Ceremonial, cultural, practical use

e Community gatherings
e Plant and herb gathering

e Hunting

e Protected under new monument
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Photos provided by the Kwtsan
Cultural Committee



(Photo: Bob Wick) X& Axwétta, the Colorado River (Photo: Bob Wick)



Peirson’s milkvetch in flower and fruit (inflated
pods) (Photo: I. Anderson)

Ocatillo (Photo: C.Pino) Sand food (Photo: C.Pino)



Flat-tailed horned lizard (Photo: I. Anderson) American Badger (Photo: Kari Cieszkiewicz/USFWS)

Western grebe on nest (Photo: Tim
McCabe/USFWS)




What is a National Monument?

e Designation for existing federally managed land

e Creates a national priority to protect cultural and
natural values

e Opens door for Tribal costewardship with federal
agencies

e “Withdrawal’ of federally held mineral rights
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The Antiquities Act

Established in 1906 out of concern for preservation of
archeological sites - Mesa Verde

Has evolved for protection of a wide array of cultural,
historic and natural resources

2016: The designation of Bears Ears Monument
evolved further as a tool to increase Tribal sovereignty
regarding the protection of cultural landscapes




Current Recreational Uses

e Camping, hiking, backpacking, rock climbing
e Off-highway vehicle (OHV) use

e Rock hounding, stargazing, bird watching
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e Colorado River: boating, fishing MATIONAL HONUMENT
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Ongoing Concerns

Additional mining claims
Irresponsible or misinformed recreational use
Permanent damage to cultural and natural values

Large scale energy and industrial development



Gigantic Mining Scars

American Girl heap leach pit mine (Credit: Todd Luce, 2024) Open-pit Mesquite Gold Mine just outside of proposed
monument boundaries (Credit: Equinox Gold)




Historic Resources
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Off-Highway Vehicle Routes

an Proposed National
Monument

BLM Off-highway
(OHV) Routes
County Road

US Bureau of Land
Management

California Department of
Parks and Recreation

ornia Department
and Wildlife

State Lands Commission

OHV routes
within propose RN A
monument |
boundaries







Healing the People

Reconnection and cultural revitalization

Addressing historic wrongs committed against
Indigenous peoples and their lands

Elevating Tribal voices and perspectives

Educating the American public about the
diversity of Tribal people and their ways of life
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Intergovernmental Agreement

e Language in proclamation can direct Secretary of
Interior to establish working agreement with
Tribe(s)

e Different interpretations of ‘management’ and
‘stewardship’ introduced

e Bears Ears provides a good example of what
these arrangements can look like




Co-Stewardship

Co-stewardship is an exciting new
opportunity to better care for landscape

Tribe has increased authority over ancestral
homelands

Increased resources and capacity for Tribal
staff

New employment opportunities
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Improving Land Preservation

Holistic protection of the entire landscape
Spiritual significance recognized

Monument would honor Tribal
sovereignty and self-determination

Cultural and natural values of monument
prioritized




Summary of bhenefits

e Management to focus on protection of values
important to the Tribe

e No new mining or industrial development

e Tribal Co-Stewardship

e Economic growth, new employment

e A tool for expedient protection of entire

landscapes




Questions &
Discussion




