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Hundreds of duners from all over the state converged in San Luis 
Obispo on July 11th to voice their opposition of the CA Coastal 
Commission recommendation to limit off-road recreation at 
Oceano Dunes State Vehicular Recreation Area (SVRA). Many 
spoke on behalf of keeping all of the current Oceano riding areas 
open with no additional restrictions as recommended by the 
Coastal Commission. Many ASA members also recreate at Oceano 
and ASA Board Member Jim Bramham spoke in opposition of the 
Coastal Commission’s plan.  

In recent years the County of San Luis Obispo has permitted a 
number of ocean-view homes to be built just to the East of the 
Oceano coastal dune complex. In order to make them “ocean 
view” homes, the developer first had to remove a row of trees that 
farmers planted along the edge of the dunes a century ago to 
help keep the sand from migrating onto the potential farmland. 
Today the homeowners are complaining about the high levels of 

�� CONTINUED ON PAGE 9

Ever since Union Pacific Railroad (UPRR) removed access to trails 
East of Glamis via Wash 10 and other at grade crossings, the 
American Sand Association has been diligently working on ways 
to regain access and address the public safety hazard this has 
created. Countless meetings have been held with Union Pacific 
Railroad (UPRR) and various stakeholders to no avail.  

In September of last year, the ASA along with EcoLogic Partners 
filed a complaint against UPRR with the California Public Utilities 

STUDY TO BE CONDUCTED ON OHV CROSSING AT GLAMIS
Commission (CPUC) for their failure to safely maintain rail crossings 
in the Imperial Sand Dunes Recreation Area. The issue at hand 
involves a 17 mile stretch of railroad tracks, running north to south, 
located between Highway 78 and Ogilby Road. UPRR operates a rail 
line that travels through this section and bisects certain recreation 

�� CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

http://americansandassociation.org
http://www.facebook.com/AmericanSandAssociation
http://twitter.com/ASA_sand
https://www.instagram.com/asasandassoc/


In the Dunes • September 2019 Page 2americansandassociation.org

CONTENTS

Page 1 –	 Coastal Commission Listens

Page 1 –	 Glamis OHV Crossing to be 
Studied

Page 2 –	 President’s Message 

Page 3 –	 Season Permits 
New Merchandise 
Calendar

Page 4 –	 ASA Requests Compliance

Page 5 –	 ASA Raffle Program

Page 6 –	 Pack Out Your Trash

Page 7 –	 Martin Luther King Cleanup 
Off-Road Expo 
Sand Sports Super Show

Page 9 -	 The Future of Duning?

Page 10 -	 ISDRA Fund Report

Page 11 -	 Discounts for ASA Supporting  
Members

ASA BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Executive Committee
Bryan Henry.................................President
Joanna Rothwell........................Treasurer
Nikki Daniels...............................Secretary

Directors
Jim Bramham	 Casey Cordeiro 
Kerry Griggs	 Bob Ham 
Pat McArdle	 Lloyd Misner
Scott Shaffstall

Executive Director
Nicole Nicholas Gilles
Email: ngilles@asasand.org

Office Staff: Nikki Daniels
Email: nikki@asasand.org 

If you’d like to contact the board,
please email: asaboard@asasand.org

American Sand Association
PO Box 24638
Tempe, AZ 85285

Phone: (888) 540-SAND
www.asasand.org

Please follow us on:
Facebook - AmericanSandAssociation
Twitter - ASA_sand
Instagram - ASASANDASSOC

PRESIDENT ’S MESSAGE:
WHAT’S NEXT FOR THE ASA - 

ARE WE VICTIMS OF OUR OWN SUCCESS?

When the ASA was founded back in 2000, the Imperial Sand Dunes 
were very much like the Wild West, and on the verge of being shut 
down.  Had our three founders (Jerry Seaver, Vince Brunasso and 
Keith Rosewitz) not stepped up and created the ASA to lead the fight 
to keep the dunes open for OHV recreation, where would we be?  

When 49,000 acres were closed to vehicular use, the precedent at 
the time was “once closed, never re-opened”.  That’s why regaining 
40,000+ acres was such a huge victory; it had never been done 
before.  But are we victims of our own success?  

Many of our supporters saw the return of these dunes as a victory in the war on OHV 
recreation, rather than just one battle we had won.  And now we have another battle on 
our doorstep.  This summer, the staff of the California Coastal Commission (CCC) issued a 
report recommending further restrictions at the Oceano Dunes State Vehicular Recreation 
Area (ODSVRA), up to and including the eventual removal of OHVs from the park.  
During the July CCC meeting, ASA Board Member Jim Bramham spoke on behalf of the 
membership of the ASA, along with the other supporters who gave their voice to the OHV 
cause.  The comments received compelled the commissioners to let State Parks continue 
to lead the effort to update the planning documents which will guide the management of 
the park for years to come.  Again, this is but one battle in the fight to keep OHV recreation 
areas open.  Much like Rohan rode to Gondor’s aid in the Battle of Minas Tirith, the ASA 
will join in the fight defend OHV recreation at ODSVRA, while continuing our efforts to 
further regain access at the Imperial Sand Dunes.  

But, all of these efforts that our organization puts forth on a daily basis take time, money 
and leadership – all things that the ASA has seen erode over time.  Many of our mid-level 
leaders, those who took on the task of representing the ASA at events throughout the 
southwest have moved on, and we haven’t been able to find replacements for them.  This 
directly affects our fund-raising efforts, by giving us fewer opportunities to display our 
raffle vehicles.  Also affecting fundraising, we have fewer business sponsors.  Despite the 
improvement in the economy, and the growth of the aftermarket and accessory industry, 
businesses don’t always recognize the benefit the ASA brings to them in ensuring that our 
lands stay open, so that our members continue to buy their products.  And this brings me 
to our last deficiency, time.  Because our funds have been reduced, we have had to cut 
back on our expenses where ever we can.  This has put more duties on the shoulder of our 
Executive Director, and the workload has only gotten bigger, while there are not anymore 
hours in the day than there were 19 years ago.  I would love to have a full-time staff 
working on all of the issues facing OHV recreation, but we simply cannot afford it.

So, this is where you come in…  

Everyone reading this newsletter has friends who, for whatever reason, don’t support 
the organizations fighting to keep our public lands open.  It doesn’t take much; the ASA 
offers a supporting membership for only $25 annually.  Can you live without that one $25 
Amazon order and give that money to the ASA?  

In addition, everyone reading this newsletter patronizes a business that doesn’t sponsor the 
organizations fighting for the very lands that their businesses depend on.  Ask your favorite 
business to become a sponsor; the ASA offers annual business sponsorships starting at only 
$125.  The more people and businesses we have supporting ALL of our advocacy groups, 
the better the position we will be in to defend OHV access to sand dune areas.  

And if you can give your time, we will take you up on that as well.  There are many 
opportunities to volunteer to help us with events and more.  Simply reach out, that’s all 
you have to do! The ASA, along with the entire duning community, will appreciate your 
time and help. 

�� CONTINUED ON PAGE 4
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September 13-15, 2019              
Sand Sports Super Show
Orange County Fair & Event Center,  
Costa Mesa, CA
sandsportssupershow.com

September 28-29, 2019
Off-Road Expo Pomona
Pomona, CA 
offroadexpo.com

October 26, 2019 
Lucas Oil Off-Road Racing Series -  
Wild Horse Pass 
Chandler, AZ
lucasoiloffroad.com

October 25-26, 2019
Polaris Camp RZR
Glamis Beach Store
camprzr.com/glamis-dunes

December 6-8, 2019                       
International Off-Road & UTV Expo - 
Westworld, Scottsdale
Scottsdale, AZ
offroadutvexpo.com   

January 18, 2020
23rd Annual MLK Dunes Cleanup
Imperial Sand Dunes  
Recreation Area, CA
UnitedDesertGateway.org

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

FOR ADDITIONAL INFO VISIT americansandassociation.org/calendar

CONSIDER A 
LEGACY GIFT

 
Leaving a Legacy donation allows 
individuals to make a contribution 
to the ASA at a level that accurately 
reflects their recognition of the ASA’s 
efforts to keep your riding areas open.   
Legacy giving is not about a donor’s 
death; rather it allows a donor to make 
a difference and donate to a cause that 
they believe in. 

Please remember the American 
Sand Association in your will, 
estate planning, or by beneficiary 
designation. 

What will your legacy be? 
For more information on how you 
can contribute, please contact Nicole 
Nicholas Gilles at (760) 996-8983 or by 
email at ngilles@asasand.org. 

SEASON PERMITS AVAILABLE AT SAND SHOW
Available to Purchase on Website Afterwards

Please purchase your season permit through the ASA 
and a portion of the proceeds will help us keep your 
dunes open! We’ll start selling season permits at the Sand 
Sports Super Show and will also have them available 
for purchase at other events we’ll be attending during 
the start of the season. You can also purchase permits 
through our website at: americansandassociation.org/
asastore The season permit fee remains the same as 
previous years at $150.00 plus $3.75 for shipping. 

For those of you who wish to purchase a weekly permit, 
please visit the following website for a map of locations 
near you: www.isdpermits.net  Weekly Permits will also 
remain the same price as last year. $35.00 if purchased in advance or $50 if purchased at 
the dunes.

MAKE SURE TO CHECK OUT OUR NEW MERCHANDISE 
INCLUDING OUR “UNITED WE SAND” T-SHIRTS

We’ll have all of our new merchandise available to purchase at the Sand 
Sports Super Show or you can check out our online store at  
https://americansandassociation.org/asastore

http://americansandassociation.org/asastore
http://www.isdpermits.net
http://americansandassociation.org/asastore
http://sandsportssupershow.com
http://lucasoiloffroad.com
http://offroadexpo.com
http://offroadutvexpo.com
http://uniteddesertgateway.org
http://camprzr.com/glamis-dunes
https://americansandassociation.org/calendar
mailto:ngilles@asasand.org
https://americansandassociation.org
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ASA REQUESTS SAFETY & COMPLIANCE CORRIDORS 
IN SOUTH DUNES CLOSURES

In June of this year the US Fish & Wildlife 
(FWS) issued a draft Recovery Plan for 
Peirson’s milk-vetch (PMV) for public review 
and comment. After careful review and 
input from our attorney and biologist, we 
identified three areas we felt comments 
were necessary:

As an Intervenor to the lawsuit which 
resulted in the current Recreation Area 
Management Plan (RAMP), the ASA has 
worked as a partner to the Bureau of Land 
Management (BLM) to ascertain the truth 
about Peirson’s Milk Vetch (PMV) and to be 
the voice of the ISDRA visitor in all matters 
regarding management of the area. As part 
of that process, the ASA commissioned 
Dr. Arthur Phillips to study PMV, which 
took place over the course of seven years. 
However, the only scientific evidence 
presented in the Recovery Plan was that 
collected by the BLM. Ignoring Dr. Phillips’ 
study data means that the scientific basis 
for the Recovery Plan is incomplete and 
shallow. The ASA is requesting that the data 
collected by Dr. Phillips be incorporated 
into the Recovery Plan.

Established in 1994, the North Algodones 
Dunes Wilderness Area represents a 
unique resource in the recovery plan for 
PMV. However, the Wilderness area was 
left out of the recovery plan entirely, and 
this oversight needs to be corrected. It 
certainly is in the better interest of the 
American taxpayer to take advantage of 
the Wilderness area rather than attempt 
to include the known and potential 
populations located in Mexico. The ASA 
is requesting that the North Algodones 
Wilderness Area be monitored as part of 

the recovery plan.

During the interim closures implemented 
in 2000 until the adoption of the RAMP in 
2014, Off-Highway Vehicle (OHV) traffic 
was present in the densest areas of PMV 
population located in the southern portion 
of the recreation area, most particularly in 
the area west of Patton Valley, a popular 
destination point within the dunes. 
The designated Critical Habitat (CH) is 
oddly shaped, stretching approximately 
11.6 miles along its long boundary, and 
anywhere from a few hundred yards to a 
few miles in width. This has had the effect 
of creating a barrier between the larger 
dunes to the east, and the “sand highway” 
to the west. This area has seen incursions 
due to the temptation to “shortcut” across 
the short dimension of the closed area, 
rather than take the much longer and 
more difficult, yet legal route around the 
closures. The ASA has been working on 
a proposal for Safety and Compliance 
corridors through these areas of CH. It is 
the opinion of the ASA that these corridors 
are necessary to improve both the recovery 
of PMV as well as the quality of the visitor 
experience to the southern end of the 
Imperial Sand Dunes. It is the intent of the 
ASA to map these Safety and Compliance 
corridors in such a way as to avoid known 
PMV habitat and populations.

These corridors would be no more than 
100 feet wide, and in most cases would 
traverse the narrowest sections of the 
CH areas, stretching no more than about 
one mile in length. Even though the BLM 
studies used a polygonal sector approach 
to designate and catalog the extent of 
PMV, areas of prime habitat were excluded 
by this method. For this reason, the ASA 
is also proposing to offset the area of 
the corridors to ensure a no-net loss of 
protected habitat, and potentially propose 
sufficient area as to gain additional acreage 
of protection.

Given that this plan took five years to 
produce, the ASA feels that it is short on 
scientific data and completely ignores 
the North Algodones Dunes Wilderness 
Area, ignores the partnership of the ASA 
and the study conducted by Dr. Phillips, 
and that BLM management of CH can be 
improved such as to improve protection 
for PMV while still providing a quality 
visitor experience for those who choose 
to recreate in the south dunes. The ASA 
requested that the FWS ensure that all 
possible data be included as part of 
the recovery plan, and also to consider 
providing BLM with better management 
guidelines in regard to CH, specifically in 

the southern end of the Recreation Area. 
The ASA also requested that any reference 
to impacts on PMV by OHV activity be fully 
supported by the scientific evidence, rather 
than from speculation and extrapolation.

PMV is a plant that was listed as a 
threatened species under the Endangered 
Species Act (ESA) in 1998. In 2000, the BLM 
was sued for not consulting with the FWS 
as required by the ESA, and over 49,000 
acres were closed to OHV access. We fought 
the closure for 14 years and spent over 
two million dollars and were successful 
in getting all but 9,000 acres reopened. 
Unfortunately, most of the area designated 
as Critical Habitat is located in the south 
dunes, and has created a large barrier 
along the Sand Highway.  We are optimistic 
that our proposed Safety & Compliance 
Corridors will help duners regain access to 
some of their favorite riding areas. 

Image http://www.calflora.net/bloomingplants/peirsonsmilkvetch.html

As someone who has being duning since 
I was 3 years old, and volunteering for the 
ASA since November of 2000, I won’t back 
down from a fight, but I can’t do it alone.  
Please donate your time, your money, your 
support.  If the dunes are as important to 
you as they are to me, the efforts we put 
in to the fight are a small price to pay.  Our 
hobby, our lifestyle, is under attack and we 
need to stand ready to defend it.

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

BRYAN HENRY
ASA PRESIDENT

n  CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2
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Support the ASASupport the ASA

PROTECT YOUR RIGHT TO RECREATE!

Drawings will be held September 15, 2019 at the

Sand Sports Super Show
Winners need not be present

Tickets are $20 each or 6 for $100
Visit our website for raffle details at asasand.org

or call 888-540-7263 to purchase your tickets today!

Thanks to these generous sponsors!
Sand Limo • Glamis Fab by Joe Fab • Affordable Extreme Coatings & Powder Coating • Industrial Metal Supply • Crow Seat Belts • Jettrim • KarTek Off Road 
Affordable Offroad • Kennedy Engineered Products • O'Reilly Auto Parts • A&M Nuts & Bolts • LazerStar Lights • Fullerton Sand Sports • OMF Performance Products
Alpha Machine Company Inc. • TabZone Chassis Components • Creative Environments • King Shocks • Frontier Shop Supplies • Doug's Bugs and Bunnys • Tuff Skinz
Gray Area Technologies • Rod End Supply • Saldana Racing Products • Sand Sports Super Show • Weddle Industries • Arizona Transaxle Exchange • Latest Rage
Buggy Whips • Polaris RZR • Kingdom Fab by Joe Fab • AZ West Allsports • Wolf Designs • SDR Motorsports • DragonFire Racing • Rugged Radios  • DT Racing

2 Chances to Win!
Monster Ghia by Sand Limo
or Polaris RZR® XP® 4 1000

https://americansandassociation.org/support-asa/raffle-program
https://americansandassociation.org
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ESSENTIAL DUNING PRACTICES: 
PACK OUT YOUR TRASH!

Over the past several decades, the 
American Sand Association (ASA) has 
fought through many different lawsuits and 
attacks to try and get our dunes shutdown. 
In the early 2000’s, groups succeeded 
at closing our public lands. Through a 
combined effort, the ASA was able to get 
40,000+ acres of dune recreation reopened! 
Thank you for your support! However, the 
work is far from done... There are several 
ways that the anti-advocacy groups 
attempt to get our public lands closed 
– they use the Endangered Species List, 
primarily, but they also gather data that 
includes pictures of trash and litter.

Leftover trash is one of the biggest issues 
that we see littering the dunes. This is a 
problem that our annual dune cleanups 
and enthusiast-driven trash pickups try 
to fix through regularly picking up trash 
in the dunes and doing our best to make 
sure we leave nothing behind. But, these 
efforts aren’t going to solve the issue. And, 
unfortunately, not all dune enthusiasts 
share the same passion for leaving our 
dunes cleaner than how we found them… 

The ASA is constantly taking on threats to 
our access to the dunes, and in addition to 
needing your support to keep the dunes 
open (donations and business support are 
ALWAYS welcome!), we need your support 
IN the dunes to make sure they are clean 
for everyone. 

Here are several tips and tricks to make 
sure that you are doing just that – 
protecting our current right to ride while 
also preserving this right for our future 
generations to enjoy. 

IN THE DUNES
You’ve all been riding through dunes and 
seen little pieces of leftover wrappers, 
plastic baggies, and, of course, the UTV 
belt shreds that are unfortunately littering 
the sand these days. All of these things are 
usually small enough to fit into a little trash 
bag, but many people just leave the little 
items littering the dunes. How can people 
be so careless? 

As a helpful tip, we like to carry dog pickup 
bags with us, mainly because our pups like 
to ride the dunes with us but also because 
little doggie bags work great as small trash 
bags that are easily stored in a glove box 
or ice chest. If you have these little baggies 
on the roll with the little plastic holder on 
their leash (we use the leash and harness 
to tie the pup in, giving us the opportunity 
to have easy access to the bags when 

needed), then you have easy access to the 
bags in the dunes. Or, for the many of you 
who don’t take your dogs in the dunes with 
you, these little bag holsters are great to 
carry in your off-road vehicle’s glove box 
or your backpack. It’s a $10-$15 solution 
that you can buy at your local store or on 
Amazon. Easy, peazy!

Please don’t hesitate to pick up the trash 
you see in the dunes! If you or someone in 
your group blows a belt on a UTV, please 
don’t leave the shards in the sand. Take 
a dog bag or something else and make 
sure you pick up all of the leftovers. If you 
see cans or wrappers at the hill or places 
you hang out, take the 30 seconds to pick 
up the trash. Just tell yourself it’s great 
exercise...

IN CAMP
Throughout your camping weekend, it is 
helpful if you make periodic times to pick 
up trash. 

One of the things that has helped us make 
this happen is to have an outdoor trash can 
for everyone to use. Some campers choose 
to bring a hard plastic trash can, which is 
steady in the wind and easy to put a little 
sand in the bottom should you need to 
stabilize it even further. 

If you’d like a more portable type of 
trash can, we have found that the plastic 
expandable versions work great! These 
can be found at your local Home Depot, 
Lowe’s, WalMart, etc… Not only are these 
collapsible trash cans compact in size, but 

they still hold the black, large plastic bags 
that are tough in the elements. These are a 
great solution for your camping needs, and 
we find that they are space savers as well. 

PACK IT IN, PACK IT OUT
This saying is one you have heard before, 
but have you really “heard” it?! It pains 
us when we see campers pulling away 
from their campsite with leftovers staying 
behind on the ground. It’s very simple 
– do a once-around on your campsite 
before you leave and make sure that you 
have picked up all leftovers. It’s a practice 
that will benefit the rest of the campers 
enjoying the sand dunes now and well into 
the future. 

The best part about this practice is the fact 
that you can teach your kiddos the benefit 
of picking up trash by giving them a trash 
bag and having them follow you around 
camp before you leave. Make it fun – get a 
cool picker upper tool from the dollar store 
and let them go to town picking up trash in 
the sand. Teach them how to handle nails 
should they find them. If you really want 
to get serious, hand them a cheap metal 
detector – it’s a full-on treasure hunt! Make 
it a challenge – who can get the most trash 
picked up? 

Some people just “want to get out of there” 
when leaving the dunes. But, honestly, will 
the extra time spent picking up your trash 
for 10 minutes really take away from your 
drive home? No, so it’s an easy decision 

STORY & PHOTOS BY CASEY CORDEIRO

�� CONTINUED ON PAGE 8
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ANNUAL 22nd

ANNUAL
22nd

Saturday, January 18, 2020

SPONSORED BY

North Dunes
Glamis Flats*
Gecko Road
Oldsmobile Hill
Roadrunner
Wash Road *Main Stage Area

Registration begins at 8:00am
Lunch begins at 11:30am
Prize giveaway after lunch

South Dunes
Gordon’s Well*
Buttercup
Ogilby Camp
Midway

760-791-1856
www.UnitedDesertGateway.org

http://www.uniteddesertgateway.org
http://offroadexpo.com
http://sandsportssupershow.com
https://americansandassociation.org
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to make. Take the extra time while at the 
dunes to make sure you pick up all of your 
trash. Use the receptacles that are at the 
exit of all of the major camping areas in the 
dunes. Plus, you’ll have empty trash cans 
when you get home. 

Last but not least, when you are looking 
for a trash receptacle in the dunes to place 
your trash in, be sure that you don’t put 
it beside the trash bin if it is already full. 

We see this all too often – campers love to 
put their trash right next to the bin if it is 
overflowing, even if some of the other bins 
in the lineup are below the full line. Again, 
just like picking up around your campsite, 
take the extra time to find the empty bin 
to place your trash in. If there are no empty 
bins, then please take your trash home with 
you and don’t place it on the ground. The 
trash truck drivers aren’t responsible for 
picking up your bags when they are on the 
ground and they shouldn’t have to do this. 

CONCLUSION
At the end of the day, we hope these little 
tips and tricks to picking up your trash will 
get you in the mindset to make sure all of 
your trash is picked up when visiting the 
dunes. Whether it’s around the camp or in 
the dunes, it takes a collective effort by all 
of us to make sure things are clean and left 
better for the next visitor to enjoy. 

We’ll see you in the sand! 

PACK OUT YOUR TRASH!
�� CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6

and camping opportunities. To the west of 
the rail line, BLM has designated an open 
riding area for off-road highway vehicles 
as well as camping areas. The designated 
camping area also exists to the east of the 
rail line. Both camping areas are operated 
under the same system and have the same 
fees. ISDRA visitors must cross the UPRR rail 
line to travel between the two areas. 

UPRR responded to the ASA and EcoLogic’s 
complaint stating that we have no standing 
to ask the Commission for a railroad 
crossing as we are not a public agency 
nor own any private property adjacent to 
the railroad right of way that would give 
us a standing to request such a crossing. 
Public agencies apply to the Commission 
to create public crossings. However, the 
complaint did assist in UPRR referring the 
matter to the Commission’s alternative 
dispute resolution process as a neutral 
way to help achieve progress beyond 
what stakeholders have been able to 
achieve through direct discussions and 
consequently, stakeholders have been 
meeting regularly to discuss the issues.  

The Imperial County Transportation 
Commission (ICTC) received a grant 
from the California Department of 
Transportation that will be used for a 
feasibility study to determine if a crossing 
for off-highway vehicles can be installed.  A 
Request for Proposal was posted, and the 
scope of work consisted of the following:  

The Study will analyze and develop 
feasible conceptual design alternatives and 
locations for a Grade Separated Crossing 
(GSC) for Off-Highway Vehicle (OHV) use at 
or near SR-78 and the Union Pacific Railroad 
(UPRR) in Imperial County.  The Study area 
includes the intersection of SR-78/UPRR 
in the Glamis area of Imperial County to 
3.0 miles to the south.  The successful 
consultant will provide conceptual 
GSC design alternatives, analysis of site 

alternatives, public/stakeholder outreach 
and cost estimates for construction, 
operations and maintenance.

Firms had until August 2 to submit 
their proposals. Following the review, 
ranking and selection process, ICTC staff 
will present the consultant selection 
analysis and recommendation to the ICTC 
Management Committee (City/County 
Managers-Policy Advisory) on Sept. 11, 
2019, and subsequently to the ICTC Board 
on September 25, 2019 for approval 
and award of contract. ICTC expects the 
completion of the Feasibility Study by 
September 2020. 

Please note that this is the beginning of 
what will be a lengthy process.  This does 
not mean that we will see a legal way 
to cross the tracks in an OHV anytime 
soon.  Although this is a step in the right 
direction, there is still much work to be 

done and the Feasibility Study will assist in 
providing the steps to get there.  One thing 
the Feasibility Study does not provide is 
the necessary funding to build a crossing. 
Union Pacific has stated that a public 
agency has to be willing to take the lead 
role and responsibility for the construction, 
maintenance, operations, liability and all 
agreements/permits necessary with UPRR, 
CPUC, BLM, Caltrans or the County of 
Imperial.  

We know this is a very important issue 
for our members and we’ll continue to 
keep you up to date as more information 
becomes available. 

EcoLogic is a nonprofit organization whose 
members include the ASA, American 
Motorcyclist Association District 37, and the 
Off-Road Business Association. EcoLogic and 
its member groups represent thousands of 
individuals who enjoy outdoor recreation. 

OHV CROSSING TO BE STUDIED
n  CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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dust that now migrates onto their property 
and have concluded that it must be a result 
of off-road recreation and are demanding 
the Coastal Commission deny California 
Department of Parks and Recreation the 
permit to continue to operate the SVRA 
that has been there for some 50 years.

To date no one has ever produced any 
evidence that off-highway vehicle (OHV) 
use at the dunes is the cause of the PM10 
that is carried onto their property. The 
local Air Pollution Control District (APCD) 
has placed only two monitors on the 
inland side of the dunes. These limited 
studies have detected several days per 
year when the healthy limits for PM10 are 
exceeded. The ASA feels that there has 
never been a correlation to those days of 

exceedances and levels of OHV use. More 
importantly, we feel there has never been 
an adequate study to determine if there 
is a correlation between wind speeds and 
airborne PM10’s, which is the more likely 
cause. Clearly additional studies need to be 
conducted using an adequate number of 
air monitoring devices strategically placed 
behind the OHV use areas as well as the 
preserve areas that have been closed to 
OHV activity for decades.

Another major talking point brought up 
by many attendees is the devastating 
impact a closure at Oceano would have on 
the local economy.  State Parks has stated 
that in 2016-17 Oceano and Pismo State 
Beach contributed $243 million to the local 
economy of San Luis Obispo County.  

After hearing close to eight hours of 

testimony from both sides, the Coastal 
Commission decided to postpone their 
recommendation for one year in order to 
allow CA State Parks to continue to work 
on their master plan. Stakeholder meetings 
have already begun in Sacramento 
in which ASA representation was in 
attendance. OHV stakeholder groups 
will continue to work with State Parks to 
come up with a mutually agreeable plan 
moving forward. We’ll continue to keep our 
members informed as things progress. 

We would like to thank everyone who took 
time out of their busy lives to make the trek 
to San Luis Obispo to attend and testify at 
the Coastal Commission meeting.  Every 
single one of you were counted and you 
made a difference!  #DUNERSUNITE

n  CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

COASTAL COMMISSION LISTENS

Recently, I received a letter from one of our 
members asking about the development of 
more environmentally friendly motorized 
recreation vehicles.  The timing of this letter 
was interesting, as I had been pondering 
how future OHVs may be powered, 
primarily fully electric OHVs.  On social 
media, there is a video of a truggy with a 
drivetrain out of a Tesla, and the driver of 
the vehicle is easily pulling away from the 
traditionally powered sand cars.  Electric 
motors produce 100% of their torque 
output from the first spin of the motor, so 
the launch off of the line is instantaneous.  
But electric vehicles certainly have their 
disadvantages as well.  Battery technology 
is not yet advanced enough to fully replace 

the internal combustion engine.  It would 
not be a step forward to have to use a 
generator to recharge the batteries on a 
fully electric vehicle while camping out 
in the dunes, and overnight charging 
would not be possible, given the 10pm-
6am quiet hours.  And the manufacturing 
and disposal of current batteries is highly 
toxic and environmentally damaging.  But 
I trust that battery technology or fuel cell 
technology will eventually allow for fully 
electric OHVs.

In the meantime, Ford has announced that 
all of their vehicles will be available with a 
hybrid drivetrain, including the new Bronco 
that is soon to be released.  Jeep is adding 

hybrid drivetrain options to its vehicles 
as well.  Chevy has had a hybrid version 
of its pickups and SUVs for a few years 
now, so the manufacturers are definitely 
moving in that direction.  As the concerns 
over climate change aren’t going away 
anytime soon, eventually powersports 
manufacturers will have to follow along, 
and work on producing cleaner, more 
environmentally friendly vehicles as well.  
The good news for us OHV enthusiasts 
is that while technology will change our 
vehicles in the coming years, much of the 
lifestyle won’t change.  OHV recreation will 
still be about spending time with family 
and friends in the great outdoors.

THE FUTURE OF DUNING?
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CAMP RZR 2019
OCTOBER 25-26, 2019 / GLAMIS

DUNE CLEANUP TO COINCIDE WITH CAMP RZR
The Glamis Black Bag Project (GBBP) and America’s 
Extreme Off-Roading Adventures and AXA Offroad will be 
conducting a trach cleanup to coincide with this year’s 
Camp RZR.  Please visit Glamis Black Bag Project on 
Facebook at: https://www.facebook.com/Glamisproject/ 
or on Instagram @Glamisblackbag for up to date details 
about the event. 

S A V E  T H E  D A T E !

FY 2018 ISDRA Revenues* $3,523,091

FLREA Expenditure Section

Maintenance $821,814

Visitor Services $855,301

Law Enforcement $1,041,102

Fee Program Management $786,677

Overhead $18,198

FY 2018 Expenditures TOTAL $3,523,091

ISDRA FEE EXPENDITURE CATEGORIES

WHERE DOES OUR FEE MONEY GO?

FY 2018 EXPENDITURES

Maintenance –Trash collection, restroom maintenance, road and 
camping pad grading, sand removal from road and campgrounds.

Visitor Services – Emergency Medical / Rescue Services, dispatch, 
travel costs for holiday assistance, vehicles, education and 
outreach, maps.

Law Enforcement – labor, vehicles, and travel costs for holiday 
assistance.

Fee Program Management – Management and labor for permit 
program including on and off site sales, website management, 
printing, mailing, vendor management.

Overhead – Labor, training, and travel.

*FY 2018 ISDRA revenues include deposits from the fee program, Special Recreation Permits, and carryover from previous years.

https://americansandassociation.org
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USE YOUR SUPPORTING 
MEMBERSHIP TO SAVE MONEY!

In addition to all of our businesses that help support your right to 
recreate on public land, following is a list of our Premium Sponsors 
who have chosen to give you, as an ASA Supporting member, an 
additional discount.

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS WHEN MAKING A PURCHASE!

asa supporting member

MEMBERSHIP EXPIRATIONMEMBERSHIP NUMBER

JOE DUNER

12345 01/01/2020
For a complete list ofASA Business Sponsorsvisit our website:www.ASAsand.org

ACTION AUTO RACING GEARBOXES PHOENIX AZ 602 708-1998  
5-10% discount on our various product lines for ASA supporting members

ARIZONA AUTOMATIC GATES PHOENIX AZ 602 574-5574 arizonaautomaticgates.com  
10% off all services for ASA supporting members

AXA OFFROAD SUN CITY AZ 833 743-3292 axaoffroad.com 5% discount on rentals

BOARDMANVILLE TRADING POST GLAMIS CA 760 566-5446 boardmanville.com  
10% discount on food, wine, beer and merchandise

DON’S BUS BOX PEORIA AZ 602 670-0192 donsbusbox.com  
Priority service for all ASA supporting members

ELECTRO TECH POWDER COATINGS INC. SAN MARCOS CA 760 746-0292  
Show your ASA ID card and receive $10 off your order

F&L RACING FUEL LONG BEACH CA 562 432-3946 dionandsons.com  
$.50 discount ($.25 to the paying customer and $.25 to the ASA)

IRONWOOD RV STORAGE CERRITOS CA 562 924-7870 10% discount on firewood

MOUNTAIN MOTOR SPORTS ONTARIO CA 909 988-8988 mtnride.com  
10% Off Parts and Accessories and Labor

ORANGEWOOD RV CENTER SURPRISE AZ 623 974-3000 orangewoodrv.com  
10% off all service labor, 10% off all parts (no conjunction with other specials, coupons or promo items)

POLES AND HOLDERS SANTA FE SPRINGS CA 562 947-2115 polesandholders.com  
10% discount on all phone orders for ASA supporting members

ROCKY MOUNTAIN ATV/MC PAYSON UT 800 336-5437 rockymountainatv.com  
Supporting Members will receive a $25 Gift Card in their Supporting Member Packets

RUGGED RADIOS ARROYO GRANDE CA 805 541-1696 ruggedradios.com  
10% off - excludes sales, specials, clearance - Use coupon code ASA10

RV SUPERSTORAGE CHANDLER AZ 480 488-9504 rvsuperstorage.com 15% Off the First 6 Months Rental

SDR MOTORSPORTS CORONA, CA 800 277-2280 sdrmotorsports.com  
5% off accessories, 10% off SDR fabricated products

WALKER CONSTRUCTION, LLC PHOENIX AZ 480 203-5588  
$100 off for ASA supporting members

https://americansandassociation.org/support-asa/business-sponsorship/all-sponsors
http://arizonaautomaticgates.com
http://axaoffroad.com
http://boardmanville.com
http://donsbusbox.com
http://dionandsons.com
http://mtnride.com
http://orangewoodrv.com
http://polesandholders.com
http://rockymountainatv.com
http://ruggedradios.com
http://rvsuperstorage.com
http://sdrmotorsports.com
https://americansandassociation.org


PO Box 24638
Tempe, AZ 85285

American Sand Association Inc.

   We need 
your support!!

Join/Donate now   americansandassociation.org

American Sand Association Inc.

http://americansandassociation.org
http://americansandassociation.org
https://americansandassociation.org
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